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The Official Denial

Nigeria has maintained a secret ceasefire with Boko Haram since June, three months old as of this week and confirmed by
officials to The New Humanitarian, arranged around the release of 360 civilians and an alleged 5 billion naira (about $3.7
million) ransom the government denies paying.

A joint New York Times and Washington Post investigation published internal Sudanese military documents describing a
chlorine-bomb programme the army calls baseless; Libyan authorities arrested five people over a 'sabotage cell' accused of
plotting drone strikes on the Zawiya oil complex; Mozambique's opposition leader Venancio Mondlane was formally notified of a
Supreme Court trial on terrorism-related charges; Tanzania buried its First Gentleman, Hafidh Ameir Hassan, the same day he
died at 80; and Namibia said Washington will phase out direct HIV funding, opening a shortfall of roughly 730 million Namibian
dollars a year.

This dossier reads the day five governments managed the distance between what they say in public and what the record shows
in private — a ceasefire Abuja will not confirm, a chemical programme Khartoum calls fiction, a trial Maputo calls routine law,
and a funding letter Windhoek is reading as a test of its own sovereignty.

Read in English, French, Arabic, Portuguese, Swahili, across the region’s largest outlets and our own desk.
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EDITOR’S LEADER - 01

A CEASEFIRE ABUJA WON'T CONFIRM, A CHEMICAL PROGRAMME KHARTOUM CALLS FICTION, A RIVAL'S TRIAL MAPUTO CALLS
ROUTINE, AND A HEALTH GAP WINDHOEK MUST NOW FILL ITSELF

Plausible Deniability

Denial did most of the continent's talking on Tuesday. Five governments each managed, in their own register, the distance between the
version of events they were prepared to confirm and the one the week's reporting had already established.

Nigeria's version came from Borno State. The New Humanitarian confirmed a ceasefire the government has held with Boko Haram since
June, struck to secure the release of 360 civilians seized from Ngoshe village in March, and paid for, officials allege, with a five billion naira
ransom the Presidency will not acknowledge.

Sudan's version came from a leaked dossier. Internal military documents examined jointly by The New York Times and The Washington
Post describe a chlorine-bomb programme that began in 2024 and allegedly stockpiled 290 munitions at Merowe Air Base, a claim
Khartoum's army spokesman dismissed as baseless.

Libya's version came from a refinery under repeated fire. Authorities arrested five people, some reportedly foreign nationals, over a
‘'sabotage cell' accused of plotting drone strikes on the Zawiya oil complex and a power station near Tripoli, without naming who directed it.

Mozambique's version came from a courtroom summons. Opposition leader Venancio Mondlane was formally notified of a Supreme Court
trial on five charges, including incitement to terrorism, tied to protests after an October 2024 election he still disputes.

Tanzania's version was the one denial could not touch. Hafidh Ameir Hassan, husband of President Samia Suluhu Hassan and the
country's famously low-profile First Gentleman, died on Monday at 80 and was buried the same day in Zanzibar.
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Namibia's version came from an aid letter. Washington told Windhoek it will phase out direct HIV funding by 2027/28, leaving a gap of
roughly 730 million Namibian dollars a year and a government now weighing a sovereignty dispute over the health data the United States
wanted in return.

Kenya supplied the week's reminder that some denials simply run out of road. Nurses have now been off public wards for weeks over a
2017 pay deal, and Monday's planned march through Nairobi arrived with no funding settlement from the government's own summit.

None of the five main files is a crisis invented by the desk; each is a government's account of itself meeting a fact the account did not
survive. What is notable is how many African capitals managed that meeting in public on the same Tuesday, and how differently each one
chose to handle the gap.

The throughline is not scandal but posture: a ceasefire that exists more than it is admitted, a chemical programme that is denied more than it
is disproven, a trial called ordinary that plainly is not, and a funding cut a small country is choosing to read as leverage rather than loss.
What happens next in each file depends less on the facts, most of which are already established, than on how long each government can
keep managing the distance between them.

A government's public position and its private practice rarely share an author.
The Editor

The deep dive on page 6 reads Nigeria's undeclared peace with Boko Haram against the insurgency it was meant to pause, and sets out
three ways the ceasefire's next 40 days can go.

The health check on page 5 scores ten countries across politics, budget, money, markets and the outside world. Sudan again carries the
morning's most serious strain, Nigeria and Libya sit with one foot in each column, and Tanzania is this edition's calmest reading, its news a
matter of grief rather than of fiscal or political strain.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - 02

TEN ITEMS, RANKED BY CONSEQUENCE

The Day At A Glance

Ten things that matter today, ranked by consequence — not by volume.

Page 4/ 14

#  ITEM WHY IT MATTERS

1 Nigeria confirmed to have held secret The New Humanitarian confirmed a ceasefire the Nigerian government has held with Boko Haram
three-month Boko Haram ceasefire, since June, arranged around the release of 360 civilians abducted from Ngoshe village in March.
denies ransom (Jun-8 Sep) Officials allege a five billion naira (about $3.7 million) ransom was paid; the Presidency denies it

and has not confirmed the truce exists.

2 Leaked dossier alleges Sudan's army A joint New York Times and Washington Post investigation examined internal military documents
built and stockpiled chlorine weapons  describing a chlorine-bomb programme that allegedly manufactured nearly 300 munitions by
since 2024 (Jul 2024-7 Sep) October 2024, with 290 stockpiled at Merowe Air Base. Sudan's army called the dossier baseless

and cites its Chemical Weapons Convention membership; the Organisation for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons says several countries have asked it to seek clarification.

3 DR Congo's Ebola toll nears 3,200 Health authorities put the outbreak, now spread across six eastern provinces, at nearly 6,600
deaths as burial teams report confirmed cases and close to 3,200 deaths, with officials estimating the true toll may run three
exhaustion and hostility (May-7 Sep) times higher. The World Health Organization warned the epidemic could surpass the 11,000-plus

deaths of 2014-16 as burial teams describe repeated attacks from bereaved families since May.

4 Libya arrests five in 'sabotage cell' Authorities arrested five people, some reportedly foreign nationals, over a cell accused of plotting
probe over Zawiya refinery drone drone attacks on the Zawiya oil complex, Libya's second-largest refinery, and a power station
strikes (Aug-7 Sep) south of Tripoli. The government called the plot a ‘coordinated campaign’ without naming who

directed it, after an August strike set a petrol reservoir alight.

5 Mozambique's Mondlane notified of Opposition leader Venancio Mondlane was formally notified on August 25 of a Supreme Court trial
Supreme Court trial on on five charges, including incitement to terrorism, over his alleged role in protests after
terrorism-related charges (Jul 2025-25 Mozambique's disputed October 2024 election. More than 300 people died in that unrest; his
Aug) lawyer expects no prison term but possible ineligibility for the 2029 presidential race.

6 Kenya's nurses march on Nairobi as Public-hospital nurses staged a planned march through Nairobi on Tuesday, with no funding
strike runs toward its sixth week (31 settlement reached from Monday's summit between President Ruto and the country's governors.
Aug-8 Sep) The strike, over a 2017 pay agreement, has already been linked by Kenya's human rights

commission to dozens of maternal and neonatal deaths.

7 Tanzania's First Gentleman Hafidh Hafidh Ameir Hassan, husband of President Samia Suluhu Hassan, died Monday of a heart
Ameir Hassan dies at 80, buried same  condition and was buried the same day in Kizimkazi following Islamic funeral rites led by
day in Zanzibar (7 Sep) Zanzibar's Grand Mufti. Kenya's President Ruto called him 'a lifelong companion’ to Samia and 'a

distinguished son' of Tanzania.

8 Namibia says US will end direct HIV Namibia's health ministry confirmed Washington will shift from direct assistance to technical
funding by 2027/28, opening N$730 cooperation, cutting funding to about $45 million a year and leaving a shortfall of roughly 730
million gap (8 Sep) million Namibian dollars for a programme that treats more than 220,000 people. Namibia has

separately rejected a US proposal to share health data and specimens, citing sovereignty.

9 Niger's junta accuses France of Niger's government spokesman alleged a 'vast network of collusion headed by the French regime'
orchestrating failed Base 101 mutiny, behind the August 29 mutiny at Niamey's Base 101, without presenting evidence. French Foreign
Paris calls claim 'pure fantasy' (29 Minister Jean-Noél Barrot rejected the accusation, saying 'there never was any intention, nor
Aug-6 Sep) means' for French involvement.

10 SierraLeone's Koromareturns home Former president Ernest Bai Koroma flew into Freetown on Sunday, accompanied by Nigeria's

after two years in exile as treason
charges are dropped (Jul-7 Sep)

ex-president Olusegun Obasanjo, after Sierra Leone's justice ministry dropped treason charges
linked to a 2023 armed uprising in July. 'Today | have come back home and I'm happy," he told
reporters, ahead of an homecoming widely read as positioning for 2028.

3

months into Nigeria's undeclared truce

5

arrested over the Zawiya refinery plot

360

ceasefire
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Mondlane

civilians freed under the Borno

charges facing Mozambique's

290

chemical munitions alleged at Merowe
base

3,200

Ebola deaths recorded across six
provinces
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age of Tanzania's First Gentleman at
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N$730M

annual HIV funding gap facing
Namibia
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HOW THE COUNTRIES ARE DOING - 03

OUR SIMPLE HEALTH CHECK - 10 ECONOMIES

How The Countries Are Doing

Scores run from 1 (calm) to 5 (serious strain) across politics, budget, money, markets and the outside world. The note carries the reasoning;
the score carries the mood.

POL BUD MON MKT OUT WHAT WE SEE

Sudan A leaked military dossier alleging a chlorine-bomb programme since 2024 has added a
war-crimes dimension to a civil war already displacing millions, even as the army dismisses
the claims as baseless. The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons says
several countries now want clarification, deepening Khartoum's isolation regardless of the

dossier's ultimate accuracy.

Libya Five arrests over a 'sabotage cell' plotting drone strikes on the Zawiya refinery and a
Tripoli-area power station confirm the country's energy infrastructure is now a repeated, not
isolated, target. A government able to name a plot but not its author is managing a security
file it does not yet fully control.

Nigeria A confirmed but unacknowledged three-month ceasefire with Boko Haram, alongside a
disputed multimillion-dollar ransom, complicates the government's public line that it does not
negotiate with the insurgency. International reporting has forced a private arrangement into

public view faster than Abuja can decide how to respond to it.

Mozambique The formal notification of opposition leader Venancio Mondlane's Supreme Court trial moves
the country's unresolved 2024 election dispute from the streets into a courtroom the
government insists is impartial. Whether that reads as accountability or retribution will shape

Mozambique's politics well past any verdict.

Kenya Nurses marched through Nairobi on Tuesday with no funding settlement from Monday's
summit, extending a strike already linked by the country's own human rights commission to
dozens of maternal and neonatal deaths. A government that can convene talks but not close

them is buying time it may not have much more of.

Ethiopia The Tsimdo coalition aligning Tigray's old combatants against the federal government
continues to sit unresolved, with no new federal response reported this week. A peace deal
nearly four years old is still being tested by the same actors it was meant to disarm.
Namibia Confirmation that Washington will phase out direct HIV funding by 2027/28 opens a roughly
N$730 million annual gap, but Namibia's government has met the news with a sovereignty
argument rather than a fiscal panic. A calm domestic politics is absorbing an external shock

that would rattle a shakier one.

DR Congo The Ebola outbreak's toll has climbed toward 3,200 deaths across six provinces, with the
World Health Organization warning it could exceed the 2014-16 epidemic's total. Burial teams
reporting exhaustion and hostility from bereaved families is as much a measure of state

capacity as any case count.

Last week's death sentences against television presenter Sarah Khalifa remain the dominant
domestic story, with her legal team's retrial request still pending and no new developments
reported this week. A quieter Tuesday for Cairo reflects a state that closed its most visible
case and moved on.

Egypt

Tanzania The death of First Gentleman Hafidh Ameir Hassan and his same-day burial in Zanzibar is a
matter of national grief rather than fiscal or political strain, and this edition's calmest reading
reflects that distinction. The outpouring of regional condolence, including from Kenya and

Senegal's former president, was the government's most visible moment this week.

How to read the colours: 1 = calm, 2 = fairly good, 3 = mixed, 4 = some strain, 5 = serious strain. Scores are the desk's judgement on the morning's evidence,
not a model output.
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DEEP DIVE - THE WEEK’S ANCHOR STORY - 04

A SECRET TRUCE, A DENIED RANSOM, AND THE INSURGENCY IT WAS MEANT TO PAUSE

Nigeria's Undeclared Peace

A ceasefire Abuja will not confirm, struck to free 360 civilians and reportedly paid for in cash, is this week's clearest test of how long a
government can manage a war it says it is still fighting.

Part One - What Actually Happened

The New Humanitarian's reporting, published September 7, confirmed a ceasefire Nigeria's government has held with Boko Haram since
June, three months old as of this week and struck around the release of 360 civilians abducted from Ngoshe, a village in the Mandara
mountains' foothills near the Cameroon border. The captives had been seized in March during an insurgent attack on a nearby army base,
and their release in June followed roughly ninety-five days in captivity, according to accounts gathered from those involved in the
negotiations.

Talks were led on the government side by the Office of the National Security Adviser and the Department of State Services, working through
intermediaries the reporting does not name. Officials allege a ransom of five billion naira, about $3.7 million, changed hands to secure the
release, a figure the Presidency denies while declining to confirm the ceasefire's existence at all.

Part Two - The Line It Crosses

Nigeria's public position throughout its fifteen-year fight against Boko Haram has been emphatic rejection of negotiation with a group it
designates a terrorist organisation, a line Presidential Spokesperson Bayo Onanuga did not soften when asked, instead directing every
question to a Defence Ministry that has not responded. Conflict researcher Malik Samuel reads the truce differently: 'the government seems
very interested in having a dialogue with Boko Haram, perhaps realising a military response alone is inadequate.'

The ceasefire is reportedly due for a further forty-day extension, itself unconfirmed, even as the ransom controversy draws scrutiny in Abuja
over how the payment was authorised and accounted for. A government that has spent fifteen years insisting it does not talk to Boko Haram
is now managing the discovery that, for at least three months, it plainly has.
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Part Three - Three Ways This Goes From Here

Page 7/ 14

The most likely path is that Abuja continues neither confirming nor denying the arrangement, lets the reported forty-day extension run
quietly, and absorbs the ransom controversy as a domestic political cost rather than a policy reversal. A harder path is that the National
Assembly, already probing the alleged N5 billion payment, forces a public accounting that exposes how negotiations were funded and
authorised, embarrassing security officials who have publicly ruled out talks.

The most consequential path, and the one Samuel's warning points toward, is that Boko Haram uses the pause to regroup and rearm rather

than to wind down, turning a humanitarian rescue into a tactical gift to the insurgency once the truce lapses. Nigeria's own history with
negotiated releases, including the Chibok and Dapchi cases, suggests the government has judged the political cost of an unresolved
kidnapping worse than the risk of a insurgency briefly unbothered.

WHAT IT NEEDS

WHAT IT MEANS FOR LATIN AMERICA

POSSIBILITY CHANCE
Quiet Extension, No 50%
Confirmation

Ransom Payment 30%
Forces A Reckoning

Truce Collapses, 20%

Insurgency Regroups

Abuja lets the reported 40-day extension run
without ever formally acknowledging the
ceasefire, absorbing the ransom story as a news
cycle rather than a policy admission.

Nigeria's National Assembly presses its probe
into the alleged N5 billion payment far enough to
force the Defence Ministry or NSA's office into an
on-record accounting of how it was authorised.

Boko Haram uses the pause to rearm and
reposition rather than de-escalate, and the
ceasefire lapses into renewed attacks once the
reported 40-day extension ends.

Probabilities are Rio Times Intelligence Desk estimates and not financial advice.
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The pattern Colombia's own governments have followed
for decades in undisclosed hostage negotiations with the
FARC and ELN, where an official 'no negotiation' policy
and an actual back channel run in parallel indefinitely.

The same reckoning Mexico's own federal government
has faced when informal payments to cartels for hostage
releases surface, where the scandal often outlasts the
relief of the rescue itself.

The caution any government negotiating with FARC
dissidents or Venezuela's armed factions should
recognise: a truce that only pauses recruitment is an
intermission other conflicts have paid dearly to mistake for
an ending.
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WHAT WE ARE WATCHING - OUR OPINIONS - 05

EIGHT THINGS, WITH OUR OWN VIEW

Eight Things We Are Watching

Eight files the desk will check before the next edition — ranked by how soon they move.

WHAT STANCE WHEN OUR VIEW

Nigeria's 40-day extension NEGATIVE Weeks Whether Abuja lets the reported ceasefire extension run quietly, or the ransom
controversy forces an on-record accounting before it does.

Sudan's OPCW response ~ WATCHING Weeks Whether Khartoum submits to the clarification requests several countries have now
made, or continues to dismiss the chlorine dossier without engaging its specifics.

Libya's sabotage cell OPEN Days Whether authorities name the five suspects' nationalities and any state or militia
identities affiliation, which would turn a domestic arrest into a regional accusation.
Mondlane's trial date CAREFUL  Months Whether Mozambique's Supreme Court opens proceedings within the expected two to

three months, and whether the process reads as justice or as disqualification.

Namibia's funding search CAREFUL  Months Whether alternative donors emerge to help close the N$730 million HIV gap, or
Windhoek's sovereignty stance costs more than the data-sharing proposal would have.

Kenya's nurses NEGATIVE Days Whether Tuesday's Nairobi march forces a funding settlement the government's own
summit could not produce, or the strike runs into a sixth week.

DR Congo's Ebola NEGATIVE Weeks Whether the outbreak's spread across six provinces slows, or the WHO's warning that it
trajectory could exceed the 2014-16 epidemic's toll proves accurate.
Niger-France accusation WATCHING Weeks Whether Niamey produces any of the 'substantial body of evidence' it claims to hold

against Paris, or the accusation fades without documentation.
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POWER PLAYERS - 06

WHO IS DECIDING THIS WEEK

Five People Shaping The News

Five people whose decisions this week set the region's weather.

Bola Tinubu - PRESIDENT OF NIGERIA

His government is managing the discovery that a ceasefire it will not confirm has run for three months, alongside a ransom controversy his
own spokesperson has deflected rather than answered. His week tests whether Nigeria's public rejection of talks with Boko Haram can
survive its private practice of holding them.

Abdel Fattah al-Burhan - COMMANDER, SUDAN ARMED FORCES

He leads an army now facing a leaked dossier alleging a chlorine-bomb programme it calls baseless, adding a war-crimes dimension to a
civil war already grinding through its fourth year. His week tests whether denial alone can hold against documents, photographs and voice
notes examined by two of the world's most scrutinised newsrooms.

Samia Suluhu Hassan - PRESIDENT OF TANZANIA

She is governing through sudden, public grief, having buried her husband of decades on the same day he died, with regional leaders from
Kenya to Senegal offering condolence. Her week tests a head of state's capacity to mourn visibly while a country watches for any sign it
affects her governing.

Venancio Mondlane - OPPOSITION LEADER, MOZAMBIQUE

He now faces a Supreme Court trial on five charges, including incitement to terrorism, tied to protests after an election he still disputes. His
week tests whether a rival's day in court reads to Mozambicans as justice finally served or as a settling of political accounts.

Esperance Luvindao - HEALTH MINISTER OF NAMIBIA

She is managing the end of direct US HIV funding while rejecting a Washington proposal to share health data and specimens, insisting on
‘cooperation that respects Namibia's sovereignty.' Her week tests whether a small country can hold a sovereignty line without leaving
220,000 patients to pay for the principle.
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DAILY BRIEFING - 07

WHAT HAPPENED WHERE
The Day, Country By Country
The day, country by country — two sentences each, no decoration.

NIGERIA

A three-month secret ceasefire with Boko Haram was confirmed by The New Humanitarian, struck to free 360 civilians abducted from
Ngoshe in March.

Officials allege a five billion naira ransom was paid for the release, a figure the Presidency denies while declining to confirm the truce exists.

SUDAN

A leaked military dossier examined by The New York Times and The Washington Post alleges a chlorine-bomb programme stockpiling 290
munitions since 2024.

Sudan's army called the dossier baseless, citing its Chemical Weapons Convention membership, as the OPCW faces requests from several
countries for clarification.

LIBYA

Authorities arrested five people, some reportedly foreign, over a 'sabotage cell' accused of plotting drone strikes on the Zawiya refinery.

The plot also targeted a power station near Tripoli and other facilities, the government said, without naming who directed the campaign.
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DAILY BRIEFING - CONTINUED

MOZAMBIQUE

Opposition leader Venancio Mondlane was notified of a Supreme Court trial on five charges, including incitement to terrorism, on August 25.

The charges stem from protests after Mozambique's disputed October 2024 election, in which more than 300 people died.

TANZANIA

First Gentleman Hafidh Ameir Hassan died Monday at 80 of a heart condition and was buried the same day in Zanzibar.

Regional leaders including Kenya's Ruto sent condolences to President Samia Suluhu Hassan, while Zanzibar President Mwinyi and PM
Nchemba attended the Zanzibar burial in person.

NAMIBIA

Washington will phase out direct HIV funding by 2027/28, Namibia's health ministry confirmed, opening a roughly N$730 million annual gap.

Namibia separately rejected a US proposal to share health data and specimens, citing sovereignty concerns over the terms.
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CORPORATE PIPELINE - 08

DEALS, SECTORS AND DATES

Pipeline, Sectors, And The Calendar

ITEM TYPE WHEN STATUS

Nigeria ceasefire Security arrangement Weeks A reported 40-day extension has neither been confirmed nor denied by

extension Abuja; the National Assembly's probe into the alleged ransom payment
continues in parallel.

Sudan OPCW Diplomatic process Weeks Several countries have asked the chemical weapons watchdog to seek

clarification request clarification from Khartoum, which has not yet indicated whether it will
respond.

Libya sabotage cell Judicial process Weeks-mo  Five suspects remain in custody in western Libya; authorities have not

prosecution nths disclosed nationalities, charges, or a court date.

Mondlane Supreme Judicial process 2-3 months Formal notification was delivered August 25; no opening date has been

Court trial announced, and Mondlane's legal team says it is ready to proceed.

Namibia HIV funding Aid negotiation Through The health ministry is exploring alternative donors to close the gap while

transition 2027/28 maintaining its rejection of the US data-sharing proposal.
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Sector Watch - Four Things to Track

COUNTER-INSURGENCY DIPLOMACY

Nigeria's confirmed but unacknowledged ceasefire with Boko Haram is the clearest recent case of a government's declared policy diverging
from its actual practice, and other Sahel and Lake Chad Basin states negotiating quietly with armed groups will be watching how the ransom
controversy plays out. A public reckoning in Abuja would raise the political cost of every future back-channel deal in the region.

CHEMICAL WEAPONS ACCOUNTABILITY

Sudan's leaked dossier is the most detailed documentary case yet assembled against a state chemical weapons programme in an active
African conflict, and the OPCW's next move will test whether documentary journalism can force an international response denial alone has
so far absorbed. The precedent matters well beyond Sudan's own war.

ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE SECURITY

Libya's Zawiya refinery has now been struck by drone attacks twice in a month, confirming energy infrastructure remains the softest target in
the country's fractured security landscape. Any disclosure of the sabotage cell's backers would be the clearest signal yet of which external
or internal actor is willing to risk Libya's oil exports to make a point.

GLOBAL HEALTH FINANCING

Namibia's stand against a US data-sharing condition attached to HIV funding is a test other PEPFAR-dependent countries are watching
closely, weighing the same trade-off between aid continuity and control over their own health information. How Windhoek closes its N$730
million gap will shape how firmly smaller economies negotiate the next round of similar offers.

Calendar - Next 30 Days

DATE

EVENT

Page 13/14

WHY IT MATTERS

8 September

Mid-September

Late September

23 September

1 October

7 October

17 October

Within 2-3 months

Kenya's nurses stage a planned march through Nairobi.

Nigeria's National Assembly expected to press its probe into
the alleged Boko Haram ransom payment.

Libyan prosecutors expected to disclose details on the five
Zawiya 'sabotage cell' suspects.

Morocco holds legislative elections.

Namibia's health ministry opens talks with alternative donors
on the HIV funding gap.

One month since the Sudan chlorine dossier's publication,
with no OPCW site visit yet confirmed.

Islamic mourning period (arba'in) concludes for Tanzania's
First Gentleman.

Venancio Mondlane's Supreme Court trial expected to open
in Maputo.
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The first visible test of whether public pressure can force the
funding settlement Monday's government summit could not
produce.

The clearest near-term test of whether the ceasefire
controversy forces an on-record government accounting.

Will determine whether the plot reads as a domestic crime or
a regional security incident with named external backers.

The first significant North African vote since last year's Gen
Z-led protests, and a test of whether street grievances reach
a ballot paper.

The first concrete test of whether Windhoek can replace US
funding without compromising the sovereignty position it has
staked out.

Marks whether international pressure has produced any
verification access Khartoum has so far declined to grant.

Closes forty days of formal mourning in Zanzibar, after which
political attention typically returns to Tanzania's economic and
succession questions.

The long-dated test of whether Mozambique's judicial process
against its leading opposition figure reads as accountability or
disqualification.
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BOTTOM LINE - SOURCES - 09

WHAT THE DAY ADDS UP TO

The Honest Sentence

Five governments this Tuesday managed the same basic problem from five different angles: a public position that reporting, documents or a
courtroom summons had already overtaken. Nigeria's fifteen-year refusal to negotiate with Boko Haram survived three months of doing
exactly that, until an investigation made the arrangement impossible to keep unspoken.

Sudan's denial of a chemical weapons programme now sits beside a documentary record two of the world's most scrutinised newsrooms
assembled from internal military files, and Libya's government can name a sabotage plot against its own refinery without yet naming who
built it. Mozambique's insistence that Mondlane's trial is ordinary law rather than political retribution will be tested by how the proceedings
actually unfold, not by how the summons was worded.

Namibia supplied the week's exception worth noting: a government that met an external funding cut not with denial but with a plain
sovereignty argument, betting that control over its own health data is worth more than the money attached to giving it up. Tanzania supplied
the exception denial cannot touch at all, a nation's grief needing no version to be managed because none of it was in question.

None of this marks a continent sliding into crisis; every government everywhere holds some gap between its declared policy and its daily
practice, and this week simply put five African examples in public view at once. What distinguishes the five is only how each chose to handle
the gap once it was exposed — Abuja by silence, Khartoum by denial, Maputo by due process, Windhoek by principle, and Zanzibar by grief
that needed no defending at all.

DETAIL

PRIMARY The New Humanitarian and Premium Times reporting on Nigeria's secret Boko Haram ceasefire and the alleged ransom
payment, citing conflict researcher Malik Samuel and Presidential Spokesperson Bayo Onanuga (7-8 Sep); The New
York Times and The Washington Post's joint investigation into Sudan's alleged chlorine weapons programme,
corroborated by Gulf News, Semafor and the Arms Control Association, with Sudanese army denial (5-7 Sep);
Africanews and Arab News reporting on the Libya Zawiya refinery 'sabotage cell' arrests, citing Libyan government
statements (7 Sep); Al Jazeera reporting on Venancio Mondlane's Supreme Court trial notification, citing journalist
Salomao Moyana and lawyer Esau Cossa (25 Aug-8 Sep); allAfrica and regional wire reporting on the death and burial of
Tanzania's First Gentleman Hafidh Ameir Hassan, citing statements from President Ruto and Zanzibar officials (7-8 Sep);
allAfrica reporting on Namibia's HIV funding transition, citing Health Minister Esperance Luvindao, US Ambassador John
Giordano and Tonata Executive Director Victoria Kamule (8 Sep); Daily Sabah and Washington Times wire reporting on
DR Congo's Ebola burial teams, citing WHO projections and burial worker Yuma Adolphe (7 Sep).

REPORTING The New Humanitarian; Premium Times; allAfrica; The New York Times; The Washington Post; Gulf News; Semafor;
Arab News; Africanews; Al Jazeera; Daily Sabah; Washington Times; Bloomberg; okayafrica; our own Africa desk.

LANGUAGES English, French, Arabic, Portuguese, Swahili.

VERIFICATION NOTE The Nigerian government has not confirmed the Boko Haram ceasefire's existence or denied it beyond rejecting the
ransom-payment claim specifically; we carry the truce as reported by The New Humanitarian rather than as officially
acknowledged. Sudan's chemical weapons dossier remains a set of allegations examined by two newsrooms and not
independently verified by an international body; Sudan's own investigative committee has reported finding no evidence of
contamination, and we carry both positions. DR Congo's Ebola figures (roughly 6,600 cases, close to 3,200 deaths) are
drawn from health authorities as reported September 7 and are themselves described as likely undercounts by up to a
factor of three. Niger's accusation against France remains unsupported by any evidence its own government has
disclosed, and we carry it as a disputed claim rather than an established fact.

UPDATED FIGURE DR Congo's Ebola toll updates the September 5 edition's single-case reporting with September 7's fuller count across six
provinces (close to 3,200 deaths, roughly 6,600 cases). Kenya's nurses' strike duration is carried forward from prior
editions; the underlying 2017 pay dispute remains unresolved as of Tuesday's march.

EXCLUDED Any independent casualty count for the March Ngoshe abduction that led to Nigeria's ceasefire, which the negotiations'
own participants have not disclosed. Any figure for how many Boko Haram fighters or commanders were party to the
truce, which no source in our sweep provided. A precise number of chemical munitions Sudan's army allegedly used in
combat (reports cite 106 but describe this as unconfirmed), which we have therefore flagged rather than stated as
established. Libya's sabotage suspects' nationalities and any state affiliation, undisclosed by authorities as of this edition.

SKIPPED Mali, Burkina Faso, Angola, Botswana, Guinea, Gabon, Congo-Brazzaville, Senegal's post-IMF debt restructuring
follow-through, Guinea-Bissau's transition, and Cape Verde's bus-crash aftermath, none of which we could refresh with
reporting dated 7-8 September clearing our verification bar. South Africa's Durban refugee camp and Zimbabwe's Harare
vendor deadline, both still unresolved but without a materially new development this week beyond their prior status.
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