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The Reach Of The State
Kenya's president ordered foreign nationals to shut down small shops and hawking stalls by Monday and told Tata
Chemicals to wind down a century-old soda-ash operation, the same week Harare's street vendors vowed to defy a
September 9 eviction order and an estimated 34,000 irregular miners were found to be undermining Johannesburg's roads
and power grid.

Cameroon's Paul Biya returned from a 74-day absence to a vice-presidency still empty four months after parliament
created it, the UN office that funds and supplies Somalia's African Union peacekeeping mission began auctioning the
mission's vehicles after Washington moved to cut its funding, clashes in Baidoa wounded 71 people, and Kigali closed a
food-investment forum built around a $100 billion target.

This dossier reads the week six African governments discovered how much of their own street, lakebed, city block,
vice-presidency and peacekeeping payroll had quietly become somebody else's to hold, and what it costs when
enforcement arrives with no alternative attached.

Read in English, French, Arabic, Portuguese, Swahili, across the region’s largest outlets and our own desk.
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EDITOR’S LEADER · 01

A COUNTRY THAT EXPELLED ITS OWN INVESTORS, A CAPITAL THAT CANNOT CLEAR ITS OWN PAVEMENTS, A DEPUTY
NOBODY HAS NAMED, AND A PEACEKEEPING MISSION SELLING ITS OWN TRUCKS

Unclaimed Ground
A government's authority shows most clearly in the ground it can still stand on once somebody else is already standing there. This
week six African states found out how much of their own street, lakebed, mine shaft, vice-presidency, peacekeeping payroll and
investment pledge had quietly become somebody else's to hold.

Nairobi's reminder came from its own president. William Ruto ordered foreign nationals running small shops and hawking stalls to
close them by Monday, September 7, asking reporters, 'it cannot be that a person comes from China or elsewhere to be a hawker or
open a small shop,' while separately ordering Tata Chemicals to wind down its soda-ash works at Lake Magadi, a site it has run since
2005.

Of that second order Ruto asked, 'What do you say? Are we slaves?' A government promising sovereignty over a resource is now
betting it can also promise the glass and chemical plants it says will replace the tenant it just expelled.

Harare's reminder came from its own pavements. The local government minister gave street vendors until September 9 to leave the
capital's central business district, and ten-year trader Cephas Muchegwa answered for many of the roughly 30,000 who work there:
'Our survival is in the streets. We will not go anywhere.'

Johannesburg's reminder came from underground. An estimated 34,000 irregular miners are working shafts beneath the city, and the
blasting has already collapsed sections of Wemmer Pan Road and left substations, transformers and transmission towers at risk of
subsidence.

Yaoundé's reminder came from an empty chair. Paul Biya, 93, returned home on August 20 after a 74-day absence in Europe to a
vice-presidency parliament created in April specifically to secure a line of succession, and which nobody has yet been named to fill.
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Mogadishu's reminder came from a spreadsheet. The UN support office that funds and supplies the African Union's Somalia mission
began auctioning the mission's vehicles and equipment after Washington moved in July to cut off funding beyond December 31, and
ten civilian staff on its information team were told this week their contracts lapse by September 10.

The city that mission is meant to hold offered its own reminder. Fighting in Baidoa between government forces and militias loyal to the
state's ousted president wounded 71 people on September 3, while Ethiopian troops serving with the same African Union mission held
the airport and the presidential compound and took no part in the fighting.

Kigali's reminder cut the other way. The continent's twentieth food-investment forum closed today around a $100 billion target for
2035, and its own organisers supplied the line likely to outlast the week's photographs: the continent lacks neither ideas nor ambition,
only scale and implementation.

None of the six is a crisis by itself; every government argues with an informal sector, and every mission eventually meets a funding
limit. What is notable is how many African capitals hit the same wall in the same week, and did so where their own citizens and
investors could see it.

This week, the ground each government stood on turned out to be somebody else's.
The Editor

The deep dive on page 6 reads Somalia's peacekeeping mission as a case study in authority that exists on paper and is now being
priced, sold and laid off in public, and sets out three ways the funding standoff can go from here.

The health check on page 5 scores ten countries across politics, budget, money, markets and the outside world. Somalia and Sudan
carry the morning's most serious strain, Cameroon and South Africa sit with one foot in each column, and Rwanda is this edition's
calmest reading.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY · 02

TEN ITEMS, RANKED BY CONSEQUENCE

The Day At A Glance
Ten things that matter today, ranked by consequence — not by volume.

# ITEM WHY IT MATTERS

1 Kenya orders foreign traders to close
small businesses by September 7
(2-3 Sep)

President William Ruto directed foreign nationals running small shops and hawking stalls to
wind down operations within a week, framing it as protection for Kenyan hawkers against
undercutting by migrant-run wholesalers. The order is meant to jump-start the stalled Local
Content Bill, which would reserve small-scale trade for citizens.

2 Ruto orders Tata Chemicals to leave
Lake Magadi (3-4 Sep)

The president told the Indian conglomerate to wind down soda-ash mining at a site it has run
since 2005, citing a failure to build local processing capacity. The order threatens an export
line already worth nearly two-fifths less per tonne than three years ago.

3 UN support office auctions AU
Somalia mission's equipment as US
funding cutoff looms (Aug-Sep)

UNSOS began selling the mission's vehicles, IT equipment and construction machinery after
Washington moved in July to block funding beyond December 31, 2026, and ten civilian
information-team staff were told their contracts lapse by September 10. Some 11,862
uniformed personnel depend on the same logistics chain now being wound down.

4 Fighting in Baidoa wounds 71 amid
Somali leadership dispute (3 Sep)

Government forces clashed with militias loyal to Abdiaziz Hassan Mohamed Laftagareen, the
South West state president federal troops removed in March, in the latest of repeated
confrontations over five months. Ethiopian troops with the African Union mission held the
airport and presidential compound but did not join the fighting.

5 Harare vendors vow to defy
September 9 eviction order (3-4 Sep)

The local government minister ordered street vendors to clear the capital's pavements under
a 'zero-tolerance clean-up operation' due to spread nationwide. Vendors, who number more
than 30,000 in the central business district alone, say they have nowhere formal to go.

6 Illegal mining found undermining
Johannesburg's infrastructure (2-4
Sep)

An estimated 34,000 irregular miners are working shafts beneath the city, collapsing sections
of Wemmer Pan Road and threatening electrical substations and transmission towers.
President Cyril Ramaphosa deployed troops across Gauteng in March, with limited visible
effect.

7 Cameroon's Paul Biya returns after
74-day absence to an empty
vice-presidency (20 Aug-4 Sep)

Biya, 93, came back to Yaoundé after what the presidency called a brief private stay in
Europe, though reporting places him in Geneva. Parliament created the vice-presidency in
April to secure succession, but nobody has been named to it four months on.

8 Africa Food Systems Forum closes in
Kigali around $100 billion target (31
Aug-4 Sep)

More than 5,000 delegates from over fifty countries gathered around an African Union target
of $100 billion in agrifood investment by 2035. Confirmed deals were smaller: a $200 million
climate-adaptation facility, a $21 million Rwanda financing partnership and Liberia's $907.75
million rice-import-substitution pitch.

9 Sudan's fact-finding mission fallout
continues; West Kordofan cholera
outbreak grows (3-4 Sep)

A cholera outbreak in West Kordofan has killed at least ten people and infected more than
forty, part of a wider Sudanese outbreak the World Health Organization has put above 2,600
cases. It compounds a week in which the UN named foreign contractor networks operating
drones for the Rapid Support Forces.

10 South Africa's Phala Phala review
returns to the Western Cape High
Court (3-4 Sep)

President Cyril Ramaphosa's lawyers continued arguing this week that an independent panel
applied the wrong legal test in finding a case to answer over the 2020 farm theft. A ruling will
decide whether a parliamentary impeachment inquiry can proceed.

Sep 7
deadline for foreign traders to close
shop

30,000+
traders facing Harare's eviction
deadline

34,000
irregular miners working under
Johannesburg

74 days
days Biya was absent before
returning

71
wounded in Baidoa's leadership
clashes

11,862
AU troops dependent on a shrinking
budget

US$100bn
agrifood investment target for 2035

2,600+
cholera cases recorded across
Sudan
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HOW THE COUNTRIES ARE DOING · 03

OUR SIMPLE HEALTH CHECK - 10 ECONOMIES

How The Countries Are Doing
Scores run from 1 (calm) to 5 (serious strain) across politics, budget, money, markets and the outside world. The note carries the
reasoning; the score carries the mood.

POL BUD MON MKT OUT WHAT WE SEE

Somalia 4 5 3 2 5 The UN office that funds the peacekeeping mission auctioning its vehicles as
Washington's funding cutoff approaches, while fighting in Baidoa over an unresolved
leadership dispute wounded 71 people this week. The state's own security is now priced
in a currency it does not control.

Sudan 5 5 4 4 5 A war substantially staffed by foreign contractors, now compounded by a cholera
outbreak the WHO has tied to more than 2,600 cases nationwide. Health and security
strain are reinforcing each other in the same provinces.

Cameroon 4 3 3 2 3 A 93-year-old president's 74-day absence and a vice-presidency parliament created but
has not filled, leaving succession machinery that exists on paper only. Nothing has
broken yet, which is exactly the risk.

South Africa 3 3 3 2 2 An estimated 34,000 irregular miners undermining Johannesburg's roads and power grid
despite troops deployed since March, alongside a Phala Phala court review still
unresolved six years on. State capacity is being tested from underground and from the
bench at once.

DR Congo 5 4 4 3 4 A ceasefire that survives only because Congolese officials, M23 representatives and
foreign observers are jointly patrolling it under the Doha roadmap. Peace here remains a
monitored condition, not an achieved one.

Kenya 3 3 3 3 3 A president expelling foreign small traders and a century-old mining tenant in the same
week, betting that economic nationalism can be enforced without a ready replacement for
either. The Local Content Bill's fate will show whether this is policy or improvisation.

Zimbabwe 3 4 4 3 3 A capital ordering more than 30,000 street vendors to leave by September 9 with no
formal alternative offered, in an economy where the informal sector is two-fifths of all
employment. Enforcement has failed this exact test before.

Tanzania 3 2 2 2 3 Treasury bonds opened to any foreign buyer while the chief opposition leader's treason
trial continues into its second year. Foreign capital and domestic dissent are being asked
to trust the same institutions differently.

Nigeria 3 3 2 2 3 The naira has held near a two-year high with reserves at a multi-year peak, even as the
president manages the fallout of a resurfaced decades-old file. Currency strength is
buying the presidency time it has not yet had to spend.

Rwanda 2 2 2 2 2 A calm week spent hosting the continent's largest agri-investment gathering, closing with
a restated hundred-billion-dollar target and a handful of confirmed, smaller deals. The
gap between the target and the signings is the only real strain visible.

How to read the colours: 1 = calm, 2 = fairly good, 3 = mixed, 4 = some strain, 5 = serious strain. Scores are the desk's judgement on the morning's
evidence, not a model output.
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DEEP DIVE · THE WEEK’S ANCHOR STORY · 04

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE MONEY BEHIND A PEACEKEEPING FORCE RUNS OUT BEFORE ITS MANDATE DOES

The Mission Running Down The Clock
Somalia's African Union support mission is this week's clearest case of authority that exists on paper and is now being priced,
sold and laid off in public.

Part One · What Is Actually Happening

UNSOS — the UN Support Office in Somalia, which funds and supplies the African Union Support and Stabilisation Mission in
Somalia, AUSSOM — published an equipment auction notice on August 6 covering vehicles, IT hardware, construction machinery,
medical units, prefabricated housing and aviation equipment, with a five-day bidder registration window. Ten civilian staff on the
mission's information support team were told this week their contracts lapse by September 10, and officials briefed on the process say
further layoffs are likely within days.

The trigger was Washington's decision, taken at the start of July, to withdraw its funding contribution, with the United States set to
block any further release of funds after December 31, 2026. The mission's approved budget for the year through June 2027 is $481
million, down from $502 million the year before, a gap it has so far been unable to close from other donors.

The sequence officials describe is civilian staff departures first, then a contraction of the logistics apparatus that keeps roughly 11,862
uniformed personnel supplied and sheltered. None of this is a decision to withdraw the mission outright, but a mission that cannot pay
for its own trucks is a mission whose mandate is already narrower than its paperwork says.

Part Two · The City The Mission Is Meant To Hold

Fighting broke out before dawn on September 3 in Baidoa, the seat of South West state, between federal government forces and
militias loyal to Abdiaziz Hassan Mohamed Laftagareen, the state president federal troops removed from power in March. The clash
wounded 71 people, 15 of them women, and killed one civilian, all treated at Bay Regional Hospital; a similar clash a month earlier had
wounded 98 and killed four civilians.
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Ethiopian troops serving with AUSSOM held the airport and the presidential compound throughout the fighting and did not intervene.
Somalia's defence ministry said its forces were responding to an attack by the rival militias, while Laftagareen's camp has previously
accused Mogadishu of using foreign drone support against it, a claim the government denies.

Part Three · Three Ways This Goes From Here

The AU and the UN Security Council both know the December 31 date is real, and the base case is that some donors extend partial
bridge financing rather than let the mission collapse outright, while its footprint quietly shrinks. Whether that bridge arrives before more
contracts lapse, or after, will decide how much of the mission's institutional memory survives the transition.

A harder outcome is that no bridge financing materialises in time, forcing an accelerated drawdown that leaves federal forces to face
al-Shabaab and internal disputes like Baidoa's with less logistics support than they have had at any point since the mission's
predecessor was created. The mission's own officials say this is already the working assumption inside the wind-down planning.

POSSIBILITY CHANCE WHAT IT NEEDS WHAT IT MEANS FOR LATIN AMERICA

Partial Bridge,
Shrinking Footprint

50% A subset of donors extend interim funding past
December 31 while troop and equipment
numbers keep falling, avoiding collapse without
restoring the mission's original scale.

Confirms the pattern this hemisphere already knows
from its own foreign-funded, multinational-mandate
security operations: a bridge loan buys time, not
durability, and the underlying funding question returns
every budget cycle.

Accelerated
Drawdown

35% No new donor commitments arrive before the
deadline, forcing faster staff and logistics cuts
than currently planned and leaving federal
forces more exposed in disputed areas like
Baidoa.

The clearest cautionary case for any government
treating an externally funded security mission as a
long-term substitute for its own capacity, rather than a
bridge to building it.

New Financing
Mechanism

15% The African Union or a coalition of regional
states agrees an alternative funding formula,
such as an AU-assessed contribution, that
reduces dependence on any single donor.

The outcome regional bodies from CELAC to the OAS
would study most closely, since it would be the first
durable answer to the single-donor dependency several
hemispheric security arrangements share with
AUSSOM.

Probabilities are Rio Times Intelligence Desk estimates and not financial advice.
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WHAT WE ARE WATCHING · OUR OPINIONS · 05

EIGHT THINGS, WITH OUR OWN VIEW

Eight Things We Are Watching
Eight files the desk will check before the next edition — ranked by how soon they move.

WHAT STANCE WHEN OUR VIEW

Kenya's Monday
deadline

WATCHIN
G

Days Whether foreign hawkers actually close on September 7, or enforcement proves as
selective as critics of the Local Content Bill expect.

Tata's replacement CAREFUL Weeks Whether Nairobi can attract, and hold, an operator willing to build the glass and
chemicals plants it is now demanding at Lake Magadi.

Harare's clean-up NEGATIVE Days Whether the operation that starts in the capital on September 9 actually reaches the
other cities named, or stalls the way past ones did.

Gauteng's shafts NEGATIVE Weeks Whether deployed troops make any visible dent in the 34,000 estimate before the
next stretch of road or pipe collapses.

Yaoundé's
vice-presidency

CAREFUL Weeks Whether Biya's government names anyone to the post, or leaves the constitution's
own safeguard empty through another health scare.

AUSSOM's countdown NEGATIVE Weeks Whether any donor commits bridge financing before Washington's December 31
deadline, or Baidoa's pattern of clashes becomes the mission's last case study.

Kigali's follow-through OPEN Months Whether any of the forum's smaller confirmed deals actually disburse, or whether the
$100 billion target is repeated again at next year's edition unchanged.

Sudan's cholera cluster NEGATIVE Weeks Whether the West Kordofan outbreak is contained or spreads further into a health
system already strained by the war.
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POWER PLAYERS · 06

WHO IS DECIDING THIS WEEK

Five People Shaping The News
Five people whose decisions this week set the region's weather.

William Ruto · PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA

He is deciding how far economic nationalism can be enforced without a ready replacement for either the foreign traders or the mining
tenant he has ordered out. His own Local Content Bill will be judged by whether Kenyan hawkers and a new soda-ash operator
actually appear, not by the announcement alone.

Paul Biya · PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON

He is deciding, at 93 and after a 74-day absence, whether to fill the vice-presidency his own parliament created to answer exactly this
kind of question. Every week the post stays empty is a week Cameroon's succession plan exists only in the text that created it.

Abdiaziz Hassan Mohamed Laftagareen · FORMER PRESIDENT, SOUTH WEST STATE OF SOMALIA

He is contesting, through militias loyal to him, a removal from office federal troops carried out in March, with this week's Baidoa
clashes the latest round in a dispute now five months old. Neither side has yet produced the political settlement that could end the
fighting rather than merely pause it.

Daniel Garwe · MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS, ZIMBABWE

He is deciding whether a 'zero-tolerance' eviction deadline can succeed where previous clearance drives failed against the same
30,000 vendors. His own ministry's history is the strongest evidence against him: the traders came back before, and say plainly they
intend to this time too.

Cyril Ramaphosa · PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

He is managing a Phala Phala court review and an illegal-mining crisis undermining Johannesburg's own infrastructure in the same
week, with troops deployed since March against the second problem to limited visible effect. Both tests are about whether the state's
writ reaches as far as its deployments.
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DAILY BRIEFING · 07

WHAT HAPPENED WHERE

The Day, Country By Country
The day, country by country — two sentences each, no decoration.

KENYA

President William Ruto ordered foreign nationals running small shops and hawking stalls to close them by Monday, September 7,
saying it could not be right for foreigners to run Kenya's smallest businesses.

Ruto separately ordered Tata Chemicals to wind down its soda-ash operation at Lake Magadi, a site the company has run since 2005,
citing a failure to build local processing capacity.

ZIMBABWE

Harare's local government minister gave street vendors until September 9 to leave the capital's pavements under a nationwide
clean-up operation, and vendors publicly vowed to defy the order.

More than 30,000 traders work Harare's central business district alone, part of an informal workforce the government puts at 1.36
million people, two-fifths of all employment.

SOUTH AFRICA

An estimated 34,000 irregular miners were reported working shafts beneath Johannesburg, with blasting having already collapsed
sections of Wemmer Pan Road.

President Cyril Ramaphosa's lawyers continued arguing before the Western Cape High Court that the Phala Phala panel applied the
wrong legal test in finding a case to answer.
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DAILY BRIEFING · CONTINUED

CAMEROON

President Paul Biya, 93, remained without a named vice-president four months after parliament created the post, having returned from
a 74-day absence in Europe on August 20.

Legal specialists noted only a sitting vice-president can trigger the constitutional procedure for declaring the presidency vacant, a
scenario Cameroon has never had to use.

SOMALIA

UNSOS, the UN office that funds and supplies the African Union's Somalia mission, began auctioning the mission's vehicles and
equipment after the United States moved to cut off funding beyond December 31, with ten civilian staff told their contracts lapse by
September 10.

Fighting in Baidoa between government forces and militias loyal to former state president Laftagareen wounded 71 people and killed
one civilian on September 3.

RWANDA

Kigali's twentieth Africa Food Systems Forum closed today after drawing more than 5,000 delegates from over fifty countries around a
$100 billion agrifood investment target for 2035.

Confirmed deals from the week included a $200 million climate-adaptation facility for four East African countries and Liberia's $907.75
million rice-import-substitution pitch.
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CORPORATE PIPELINE · 08

DEALS, SECTORS AND DATES

Pipeline, Sectors, And The Calendar

ITEM TYPE WHEN STATUS

AUSSOM bridge
financing

Peacekeeping, donor
funding

Weeks The mission's approved $481 million budget for the year through June
2027 lacks the donor commitments to replace Washington's withdrawn
share, with equipment already being auctioned. No replacement
financing had been announced as of Friday.

Kenya's Local Content
Bill

Industrial policy, trade
regulation

Weeks-mo
nths

The bill would reserve small-scale trade for citizens, cap foreign staffing
and mandate local sourcing, and this week's traders' order is being read
as pressure to pass it. Parliament had not scheduled a vote as of Friday.

Tata Chemicals' Lake
Magadi exit

Mining, industrial policy Weeks Ruto has ordered the company to wind down operations and wants a
replacement operator to build glass and chemical plants on site. No
successor operator had been named as of Friday.

Cameroon's
vice-presidential
appointment

Governance, succession Unclear Parliament created the post in April to secure a line of succession around
President Biya, 93, but no nominee has been announced four months on.
The gap remains untested against any real vacancy.

Harare's vendor
clean-up

Urban policy, informal
economy

Days A zero-tolerance operation is due to begin in the capital on September 9
before spreading to other cities, against vendors who have publicly
vowed to return. Previous enforcement drives have not held.
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Sector Watch · Four Things to Track

INFORMAL ECONOMY AND ENFORCEMENT

Kenya's traders, Zimbabwe's vendors and South Africa's zama zamas are three governments confronting informal economies too
large to legislate away in a single order. The pattern to track is whether any of the three pairs enforcement with a funded formal
alternative, rather than an eviction date alone.

MULTINATIONAL SECURITY FINANCING

UNSOS's auction of AUSSOM's equipment is a live test of how a foreign-funded, multinational-mandate mission behaves once its
largest donor withdraws. Any investor or government with exposure to comparable arrangements elsewhere now has a concrete
precedent to price against.

SUCCESSION AND GERONTOCRACY

Cameroon's unfilled vice-presidency is this week's sharpest example of a wider pattern of long-serving African leaders whose
succession arrangements exist on paper without ever having been tested. The risk is not a crisis today; it is a mechanism nobody has
rehearsed.

AGRIFOOD INVESTMENT

Kigali's forum restated a $100 billion target for 2035 against a track record of confirmed deals running in the hundreds of millions, not
billions. The sector's own credibility now rests on whether this year's smaller, named deals actually disburse before the next forum
repeats the same target.

Calendar · Next 30 Days

DATE EVENT WHY IT MATTERS

7 September Kenya's deadline for foreign nationals to close small shops
and hawking stalls.

The first real test of whether President Ruto's directive is
enforced broadly or selectively.

7 September Tundu Lissu's treason trial resumes in Dar es Salaam. The case has run since his arrest last year over calls to
boycott the 2025 election.

7 September Riek Machar's treason trial resumes in Juba. South Sudan's unity government continues to be unwound
through a courtroom rather than a negotiating table.

9 September Harare's vendor clean-up operation begins. The first city in a crackdown the government says will
spread nationwide, against vendors who have vowed to
return.

12 September South African Football Association presidential election. A domestic contest widely read as a proxy for how South
African institutions handle incumbents who will not leave.

23 September Morocco holds legislative elections. The first significant North African vote since last year's Gen
Z-led protests, and a test of whether street grievances
reach a ballot paper.

31 December Washington's deadline to block further AUSSOM funding. The date by which donors must find bridge financing or the
mission's drawdown accelerates.

October IMF and World Bank Annual Meetings, Bangkok. Senegal's creditors will be in the same building for the first
time since the Fund reached staff-level agreement on its
facility.
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BOTTOM LINE · SOURCES · 09

WHAT THE DAY ADDS UP TO

The Honest Sentence
Six governments this week discovered the same gap in different rooms: a rule on paper, and a street, shaft, office or budget line that
would not obey it. Kenya can order foreign traders out; it cannot yet say who serves their customers on September 8.

Zimbabwe can set a deadline for its vendors and South Africa can send troops after its illegal miners, and both have already learned,
or are about to relearn, that enforcement without an alternative just moves the problem down the block. Cameroon's vice-presidency
and Somalia's peacekeeping budget are the same lesson from the state's own side of the ledger — an office and a mission that exist
in writing, and that nobody has yet been funded, appointed or asked to actually run.

Rwanda's forum is the week's one exception that proves the rule by naming it outright: the continent does not lack ideas, its own
organisers said, only scale and the implementation to match it. That is as honest an account of the other five stories as anything this
desk could write.

None of this is a continent in decline; enforcement gaps and unfilled offices are the ordinary friction of governing, not evidence of its
failure. What distinguishes this week is only that six capitals hit the same friction at once, and did so in full public view.

DETAIL

PRIMARY President William Ruto's public remarks on foreign small-business closures and on Tata Chemicals, via Sahara
Reporters, Channel Africa and Business Daily Africa (2-4 Sep); UNSOS equipment auction notice of August 6 and
staff layoff notices, via Somali Guardian and Dawan (Aug-Sep); Rio Times Intelligence Desk reporting on the Baidoa
clashes, corroborated by AllAfrica, Garowe Online and Horseed Media (3-4 Sep); Harare local government ministry
eviction order and vendor reaction, via AllAfrica and NewZimbabwe.com (3-4 Sep); Africanews, France 24 and EWN
reporting on illegal mining beneath Johannesburg (2-4 Sep); U.S. News & World Report and Rio Times Intelligence
Desk reporting on Paul Biya's return to Cameroon (20 Aug, 4 Sep); KT Press and Rio Times Intelligence Desk
reporting on the Africa Food Systems Forum in Kigali (Aug-Sep).

REPORTING Business Daily Africa; Sahara Reporters; Channel Africa; AllAfrica; Africanews; NewZimbabwe.com; Somali
Guardian; Dawan; Garowe Online; Horseed Media; KT Press; France 24; EWN; U.S. News & World Report;
Reporters Without Borders; our own Africa desk.

LANGUAGES English, French, Arabic, Portuguese, Swahili.

VERIFICATION NOTE Kenya's soda-ash export figures (Sh7.36 billion for 2025, down from Sh11.88 billion in 2022) come from Business
Daily Africa's reading of trade data and are not from a government statistical release directly. AUSSOM's budget
figures ($481 million approved for the year through June 2027, against $502 million previously) come from Somali
Guardian's reporting on the mission's financial documents and have not been independently cross-checked against
an AU or UN Support Office in Somalia press statement. We carry the Johannesburg illegal-mining estimate of
34,000 as attributed by Africanews to mining researcher David van Wyk, a single-source figure we have not been
able to corroborate against a government count. Baidoa casualty figures (71 wounded, 1 civilian killed) are drawn
from wire reporting corroborated across three outlets; we make no finding on responsibility for the clash beyond
what each side's own statements claim.

UPDATED FIGURE Nigeria's naira and reserves figures carried in this brief's summary are drawn from Nairametrics and Businessday
reporting of a two-year currency high near 1,322 to the dollar and reserves near $54 billion as of September 4,
updating the 3 September edition's figures. Sudan's cholera count of more than 2,600 cases and the West Kordofan
cluster of at least ten deaths are carried as reported by the World Health Organization and are not reconciled
against Sudanese health ministry figures, which we could not independently obtain this edition.

EXCLUDED Any figure for the economic cost of illegal mining to Johannesburg's infrastructure, which no source in our sweep
quantified. Any confirmed cause-and-effect link between the AUSSOM funding cutoff and the timing of the Baidoa
clashes, which we treat as parallel developments rather than a demonstrated causal chain. Any specific number of
Kenyan, Nigerian or other foreign nationals who will be affected by the September 7 order, which the Kenyan
government has not disclosed. Reports of Guinea's President Doumbouya's own recent prolonged absences, which
we could not refresh with reporting dated 3 or 4 September.

SKIPPED Mali, Niger's fuel and security situations beyond the previously reported mutiny, Burkina Faso, Libya, Angola,
Botswana, Ivory Coast, Guinea, Gabon, Congo-Brazzaville and Ethiopia's National Dialogue follow-through, none of
which we could refresh with reporting dated 3 or 4 September clearing our verification bar. Egypt's Red Sea bus
crash and the Atlantic migrant-boat sinking near the Canary Islands, both tragedies we judged closer to accident and
migration reporting than to this edition's governance and security remit.
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