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Shockwaves, Smoke, and a Flicker
of Silver Screen Joy

A region caught between storm surges and summit communiqueés braces for fresh tremors.

Typhoon evacuations, central-bank rituals, and a cinema crown stitch together Asia's tense
Tuesday.

Compiled from Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Hindi, Bahasa Indonesia, Vietnamese, and English sources.
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Editor's Leader - 01

MOOD IN THE BRIEFING ROOM - RESILIENCE WEARS A STIFF COLLAR TODAY

Between a Typhoon's Eye and a Central
Banker's Pause, Asia Holds Its Breath

The monsoon rains lashing Luzon, the smoke rising from 107,000 scorched hectares in Indonesia, and the mass
exodus of over a million people from Shanghai's path are not just weather—they are the physical pulse of a region
that feels perpetually under siege this August Tuesday.

In Singapore, officials upgraded the year's growth forecast, a rare bright spot in a glum global mood. Yet that
confidence is cut with the heavy silence of a Japanese national holiday, where closed cash-share markets offer a
forced pause rather than genuine calm.

India pushed through tribunal reforms and opened 11 new e-visa gates, while Thailand's regulators tightened rules
on cash property deals. These are governments trying to impose order on chaos, from forest fires in Sumatra to a
deadly shooting inside a provincial office in Nonthaburi.

One commander went along, the institution held.

The United States sent an undersecretary to Manila to promise it is not disengaging, while calling for alies to
shoulder more of the load. The message was received with the polite scepticism of a host who hears a guest insist
they are not leaving the party, even as they inch toward the coat check.

And piercing through the static, a shred of glamour: a Hong Kong actress, Michelle Wai, grasped a silver rooster
in Beijing, winning best actress at the Hundred Flowers Awards. A nineteen-year-old Japanese tourist, robbed in a
Tsim Sha Tsui hotel room on the same night, experienced afar darker side of the city's never-sleeping streets.



Executive Summary - 02
THE DAY AT A GLANCE

The Day At A Glance

A typhoon displaces millions in China while Singapore upgrades its economic outlook. Central banksin Australia
and Indonesia draw focus, and a rare film award for Hong Kong offers a brief cultural lift.

China - Typhoon Dolphin's Wake

More than one million people were evacuated from eastern China, with Shanghai cancelling nearly 1,000 flights.
The mass displacement set ajittery tone across the country's financial centres before markets even opened lower.

Singapore - Island of Confidence

Casting off global gloom, the trade ministry lifted the 2026 growth forecast to as high as 5.5% after a barnstorming
second quarter. The upgrade signals that the city-state's engines are humming even as its neighbours brace for
storms.

Australia - Governor's Moment of Judgement

Michele Bullock prepared to announce the Reserve Bank's rate call, an event watched across Asian trading desks
for its directional tug on the currency. The midday decision carried the weight of global rate anxiety.

Indonesia - Fire, Haze, and a New Bank Chief

Authorities scrambled to douse fires spanning 107,000 hectares to prevent a blanket of haze from smothering
Southeast Asia. Simultaneously, President Prabowo moved to make Destry Damayanti the permanent central-bank
governor.

South Korea - Silicon Surge

A 155% boom in semiconductor exports suggests the industrial heart is beating fast, even as global tech nerves
jangle elsewhere. The government matched the private frenzy with a $3.52 billion chip fund.

Thailand - A Killing and a Crackdown

A local official was shot dead inside a government building in Nonthaburi, jarring the public. Regulators
simultaneously targeted money laundering in luxury property, lending a tense, law-and-order edge to the national
maood.

Hong Kong - Robbery and Red Car pets

A Japanese teenager was robbed of HK$15,000 in a hotel room while, far to the north, Hong Kong's Michelle Wai
savoured a best-actress win in Beijing. The city's dualities of glamour and street-level anxiety were on stark

display.

Taiwan - A Nervous Pile of Dollars
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A proposed 16% defence-spending hike pushed the military budget toward $31 hillion. The cash surge is a clear
barometer of the island's deep-seated unease over its security, framed by the sound of drilling in the strait.

Philippines - Drenched but Lighter at the Pump

Luzon remained under heavy monsoon siege, yet a fuel-price rollback of up to 4.90 pesos per litre gave soaked
households a small reprieve. It isaday of waiting for the next rain band to pass.

Backdrop - The American Reassurance

A visiting Pentagon official in Manila insisted the US is 'digging in', not pulling back. The reassurance felt
essential for the security architecture, yet the immediate reality of nature's fury and local grime kept the mood
firmly grounded.

The Numbers At A Glance - Asia - Tuesday, August 11, 2026

CN
Evacuated in Typhoon

1M+

People moved from eastern
China ahead of Typhoon
Dolphin

TW
Defence Budget Proposal

$31B

Taiwan's cabinet seeks a
16% rise in military
spending
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SG
GDP Forecast Raised To

5.5%

Singapore upgrades 2026
outlook following a strong
second quarter

PH
Fuel Price Cut

PHP 4.90

Maximum price rollback at
Philippine pumps effective
Tuesday

ID
Land Scorched

107K ha

Hectares burned as
Indonesia fights to stop
cross-border haze

HK
Hotel Robbery Loss

HK$15K

Cash stolen from a
Japanese tourist in Tsim
Sha Tsui

Tuesday, August 11, 2026

KR
Chip Export Surge

155%

South Korean
semiconductor exports
jump in August's first 10
days

TH
Flood Alert Districts

4

Nakhon Phanom zones on
alert as Mekong River
waters rise
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How The Countries Are Doing - 03
OUR SIMPLE HEALTH CHECK - 10 ECONOMIES

How The Countries Are Doing

Asia starts Tuesday with a pulse that is quick and uneven. A rare GDP upgrade in Sngapor e offers genuine cheer,
but it is jostled by typhoon evacuations in China, a deadly shooting in Thailand, and the heavy weight of
geopolitical uncertainty across the region.

Country Polit Bud Mon Mark  Outs  What's Driving It
ics get ey ets ide

Singapore 2 1 3 2 3 The government raised its growth forecast after a

SGD - resilient surprisingly strong first half of the year, injecting
confidence into the city-state.

China 3 8 3 4 4 More than amillion people fled Typhoon Dolphin while

CNY - under stocks slipped at the open, stretching a social and

pressure economic safety net already thinned by the property
slump.

South Korea 2 2 3 3 4 Semiconductor exports are exploding, but the

KRW - two-track government is channelling billions into anew chip fund
to insure against future global demand wobbles.

Indonesia & S 3 2 3 The government moved to contain forest fires scorching

IDR - managing over 100,000 hectares while the president nominated a

fronts permanent central bank governor to steady the ship.

India 2 3 2 3 3 Parliament passed a bill to create a national tribunals

INR - institutional commission, signalling a government keen on structural

push reform even as small, daily anxieties persist.

Thailand 4 3 3 2 3 A fatal shooting at a provincial government building

THB - uneasy shattered the morning calm, while flood aerts in the
north piled pressure on afragile sense of security.

Philippines 2 3 3 2 3 Heavy monsoon rains drenched Luzon, but a sharp

PHP - fuel-price rollback offered families asmall, tangible

weather-beaten break from the grind of daily costs.

Japan 2 2 3 2 3 Markets were closed for Mountain Day, giving Tokyo a

JPY - quiet sanctioned day of detachment from the swirl of regional
tensions and arecord gold price.

Taiwan 4 2 3 2 5 A proposed 16% surge in military spending laid bare an

TWD - bracing acute security anxiety that hums beneath the island's daily
life and its Al-driven market story.

Hong Kong 3 2 3 2 3 A tourist was robbed in her hotel room and police

HKD - jarred

deployed drones to catch street racers, a sharp-edged day
that alocal actress's film award could only soften, not
erase.

How to read the colours: 1 = calm, 2 = fairly good, 3 = mixed, 4 = some strain, 5 = serious strain. Updated Tuesday, August 11, 2026.
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Deep Dive - 04
A PULSE THAT IS QUICK AND UNEVEN

Asia Navigates a Day of Swaggering Growth and
Stinging Vulnerabilities

Arare GDP upgrade in Singapore and explosive chip exports from South Korea burnished Asia's industrial might
on Tuesday. But just beneath that gloss, the region was nursing wounds from a typhoon that displaced a million
Chinese, a fatal shooting in a Thai government office, and a defence spending plan in Taiwan that turned an
unspoken dread into hard numbers.

Part 1 - The Rhythms of Resilience and the Shock of Violence

Singapore's Ministry of Trade and Industry handed the region its most unambiguous good news, raising the 2026
GDP growth forecast to as high as 5.5 percent after a’5.9 percent expansion in the second quarter. The upgradeisa
shot of confidence that rippled through boardrooms from Raffles Place to Shenton Way.

The feeling was jarringly different in Thailand, where the day started with an official, Thongchai Y enprasert,
being shot dead inside his provincia government office building in Nonthaburi. The violence punctured the
morning's routine, leaving a public rattled by a security breach in a space meant to symbolise order.

"The upgrade followed Q2 2026 GDP growth of 5.9 percent year-on-year. MTI cited a
better-than-expected first half."

ON SINGAPORE'S GROWTH FORECAST - AUGUST 2026

Part 2 - Nature'sWarnings and a Quiet Day of Rest

In eastern China, Typhoon Dolphin's winds and rain turned cities into zones of anxious movement, with more than
a million people evacuated and nearly a thousand flights scrubbed in Shanghai alone. The sheer scale of
displacement left an edgy, exhausting feeling in its wake, even as stocks in Shanghai slipped a modest 0.4 percent
at the open.

Japan took a different path entirely, observing Mountain Day with cash-share markets shuttered for the holiday.
The closure offered a sanctioned, collective pause from the swirling anxieties over the Strait of Hormuz and the
global scramble for gold, amoment of detachment granted by the national calendar.

Part 3 - Charting a Nervous Future Through Spending and Reform

Taiwan's cabinet laid its fears on the table with a proposed 16 percent increase in the military budget, pushing
defence spending to about 31 billion US dollars. The move translated an ambient, low-grade security dread into
concrete policy, aformal recognition that the island's prosperity rests on a knife-edge.

In India, the government pressed on with a different kind of fortification, passing the Tribunals Reforms Bill to
create a National Tribunals Commission, while Indonesia's president moved to install a permanent central bank
governor. These were ingtitutional acts of steadying, attempts to build a predictable future even as the present felt
anything but.
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POSSIBILITY CHANCE MARKETS BREADTH WHAT IT MEANS FOR LATIN AMERICA

A - Broadens 40 Steady Widens Asian demand for Latin commodities and tech
percent components holds firm, supporting export revenues.

Source: Channel NewsAsia, Taipei Times, Sina Finance, The Business Times, and Saxo Markets.
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What We Are Watching - 05
OUR OPINION ONLY - NOT FINANCIAL ADVICE

Eight ThingsWe Are Watching

Asia feels its way through a Tuesday of sharp contrasts, from a confidence-boosting Singapore growth upgrade to
the heavy weight of typhoon evacuations and geopolitical signalling. These are the eight devel opments we believe
will shape sentiment over the coming months.

How We See It Over What
Period
Singapore's economic A POSITIVE 6 months The upgrade of the 2026 GDP forecast to as much
trajectory as 5.5 per cent, confirmed on Tuesday, provides a

genuine anchor of confidence for aregion
buffeted by global uncertainty.

Regional semiconductor 0 MIXED 6 months South Korean chip exports surged 155 per cent in

momentum early August, yet global risk aversion is hitting
chip stocks, creating a split between industrial
reality and market mood.

Indonesia's central bank 0 MIXED 6 months President Prabowo's nomination of Destry

transition Damayanti as permanent governor promises
continuity, but her policy direction under a new
administration remains an open question for

markets.
Taiwan Strait security v CAREFUL 6 months Taiwan's cabinet proposing a 16 per cent defence
calculus budget increase signals genuine anxiety, while a

senior US defence official's Manila speech
reaffirmed commitment but demanded more
allied burden-sharing.

China's disaster v CAREFUL 3 months The evacuation of over amillion people ahead of

resilience Typhoon Dol phin tests public confidence and
logistics, with economic disruption rippling from
Shanghai's nearly 1,000 cancelled flights.

Myanmar's humanitarian v CAREFUL 6 months UN findings of war crimes by all sides, including

crisis torture and sexual violence, deepen the sense of a
protracted tragedy with no diplomatic solutionin
sight and regional spillover risks.

India's institutional A POSITIVE 6 months The Lok Sabha passing the Tribunals Reforms

reform drive Bill and the expansion of e-Visaentry pointsto 88
suggest a government pushing structural
modernisation with steady determination.

ASEAN trade and haze v CAREFUL 3 months Indonesid's battle to contain 107,000 hectares of

risk firesis arace against time to prevent
transboundary haze, just as rare earth disputes
with China are resolved and mineral shipments
resume.
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Power Players - 06
SIX PEOPLE - IN THE NEWS TODAY

Six People Shaping The News

From central bank governors charting monetary paths to a Hong Kong actress winning prestige on a Beijing
stage, these six figures crystallise the decisions and dramas shaping Asia today.

Michele Bullock

Governor - Reserve Bank of Australia

Scheduled to announce the RBA's interest-rate decision and hold a press conference on Tuesday, her words will
set the tone for Australian dollar trading and ripple across regional rate expectations. Her guidance is being
watched closely at a moment of global monetary uncertainty.

Prabowo Subianto

President - Indonesia

Sent a presidential letter to the House of Representatives nominating Destry Damayanti as permanent Governor of
Bank Indonesia, signalling his preference for continuity at the central bank. The move comes amid a busy
domestic agenda that includes fire-containment operations across 107,000 hectares.

Elbridge Colby

US Undersecretary of Defense for Policy

Told an audience in Manila on Monday that the United States is not disengaging from Asia but is instead digging
in to maintain a favourable Indo-Pacific balance of power. His call for greater allied burden-sharing will be parsed
carefully in every regional capital.

Michelle Wai

Actress - Hong Kong

Won Best Actress at the 38th Hundred Flowers Awards in Beijing on Monday, a moment of cultural recognition
for Hong Kong talent on a prestigious mainland stage. Her win offers arare bright spot in a city otherwise focused
on crime and enforcement.

Yi Yanggianxi

Actor - China

Secured Best Actor at the same Hundred Flowers Awards, beating veteran Tony Leung Ka-fai by just five votes.
The narrow margin underscores the competitive intensity of China's film honours and his own rising stature in the
industry.

Thongchai Yenprasert
Official - Nonthaburi Provincial Administrative Organization, Thailand

Shot and killed at his office building on Monday morning in an incident that has shaken Thailand's sense of public
safety. His death is a stark reminder of the physical risks that can accompany provincia administration.



Daily Briefing - 07
BY COUNTRY - MOOD - POLITICS - SOCIETY - ECONOMY

The Day, Country By Country

Across Asia on Tuesday, moods swing from Singapore's cautious economic optimism to the quiet anxiety of a
Taiwan bracing for a tense future. Each nation navigates its own blend of structural reform, natural hazard, and
geopolitical pressure.

Singapore

A rarejolt of genuine confidence

The city-state is feeling cautiously optimistic after the Ministry of Trade and Industry raised the 2026 GDP growth
forecast to as much as 5.5 per cent on Tuesday. The upgrade, following a 5.9 per cent year-on-year expansion in
the second quarter, gives policymakers and businesses a concrete reason to believe the momentum will hold.
Sources: Channel NewsAsia- 11 Aug 2026.

Growth upgrade anchored in broad resilience

MTI cited a better-than-expected first half and an improved outlook for the rest of the year, suggesting the
expansion is not confined to a single sector. The numbers offer a psychological buffer against the global unease
that otherwise dominates regional headlines. Sources. Channel NewsAsia- 11 Aug 2026.

China

Typhoon Dolphin tests a nation's nerve

A defensive, bruised mood hangs over eastern China after more than a million people were evacuated ahead of
Typhoon Dolphin on Monday. Nearly a thousand flights were cancelled at Shanghal airports, and the disruption
rippled through supply chains just as markets were already trading lower. Sources: Taipei Times - 9 Aug 2026.

Stocks dlip as anxiety persists

Chinese shares opened in the red on Tuesday, with the Shanghai Composite falling 0.4 per cent and the Shenzhen
Component dropping 0.35 per cent. The decline reflects lingering economic anxieties compounded by the
typhoon's human and logistical toll on the eastern seaboard. Sources. Sina Finance - 11 Aug 2026.

South Korea
Export engineroars, but nervesremain

Customs data released Tuesday showed exports surging 45.3 per cent in the first ten days of August, with
semiconductor shipments jumping 155.4 per cent from ayear earlier. The numbers are spectacular, yet the mood is
tempered by global risk aversion that has dragged on chip stocks. Sources: The Standard Hong Kong - 11 Aug
2026.

A USD 3.52 billion bet on chip supremacy

The government is establishing a semiconductor fund worth USD 3.52 hillion to bolster advanced-chip
manufacturing, reinforcing a strategic determination to stay ahead. The policy push signals that Seoul is thinking
beyond the current market volatility to long-term industrial dominance. Sources: Financial Express- 10 Aug 2026.



Indonesia

Central bank continuity in a volatile moment

President Prabowo Subianto sent a letter to parliament nominating Destry Damayanti as permanent Governor of
Bank Indonesia, a move that suggests a preference for steady hands at the monetary tiller. The nomination,
reported on Tuesday, comes as the country fights fires and navigates complex trade disputes. Sources. The
Business Times - 10 Aug 2026.

A race against the haze season

Indonesia intensified fire-control operations to contain forest and land fires that have scorched about 107,000
hectares, with authorities acutely aware of the risk of transboundary haze drifting across Southeast Asia. The
urgency is palpable, as memories of past regional smog crises remain fresh. Sources. Channel NewsAsia- 11 Aug
2026.

India

Institutional reform with bureaucratic resolve

The Lok Sabha passed the Tribunals Reforms Bill on Monday, creating a National Tribunas Commission to
oversee appointments. The move reflects a methodical push to streamline judicial administration, even as broader
political debates swirl elsawhere. Sources: Legacy |AS - 10 Aug 2026.

Opening doorsallittle wider

The government expanded the e-Visa network by adding 11 new entry points, including land borders such as
Attari, bringing the total to 88. The move is a quiet but practical signal that India wants to make itself more
accessible to travellers and business visitors. Sources: Vartaman India- 10 Aug 2026.

Thailand

A killing that shakes public trust

An uneasy climate settled over Thailand after official Thongchai Y enprasert was shot and killed at the Nonthaburi
Provincial Administrative Organization office on Monday morning. The daylight attack on a government building
has rattled the sense of physical security that citizens expect from public institutions. Sources. New Straits Times -
10 Aug 2026.

Regulatory tightening and rising waters

The Bank of Thailand announced plans for tighter scrutiny of high-value cash property purchases to combat
money laundering, while flood alerts were issued for four districts in Nakhon Phanom province as the Mekong
River kept rising. The combination of financial vigilance and natura threat creates a climate of watchfulness.
Sources: The Business Times - 5 Aug 2026; SCMP - 10 Aug 2026.



Corporate Pipeline - 08

Pipeling, Sectors, And The Calendar

ITEM

Reserve Bank of Australia rate
decision

Singapore Al & Robotics Demo Night

2026 Boao-related series events

Destry Damayanti Bl governor
confirmation

South Korea semiconductor fund
launch

Taiwan defence budget proposal

Indonesia forest fire containment

Typhoon Dolphin recovery
operations

Maersk AE19 Suez Canal rerouting

Hong Kong dangerous-driving
crackdown

Myanmar war crimes investigation

TYPE

Monetary Policy

Technology
Event

Economic Forum

Political
Appointment

Industrial Policy

Defence
Legislation

Disaster
Response

Disaster
Response
Trade Logistics

Law Enforcement

Human Rights

Sector Watch - Four Thingsto Track

Semiconductors

WHEN

11 Aug 2026, 12:30
Beijing time

11 Aug 2026,
18:30-20:30
GMT+8

11-14 Aug 2026,
Hainan

Following
presidential letter

Announced 11 Aug
2026

Proposed 11 Aug
2026

Ongoing as of 11
Aug 2026

Begins
post-evacuation

Effective 11 Aug
2026

11 Aug 2026

Report circulated 11
Aug 2026

STATUS

Announced

Scheduled

Underway

Pending Parliament

In development

Pending approval

Active

Imminent

Active

Active investigation

UN findings published

South Korea's 155 per cent surge in chip exports and the new USD 3.52 billion government fund confirm the
sector's industrial momentum, even as global risk aversion weighs on stock prices. The divergence between
real-world demand and market sentiment is a tension worth tracking.

Shipping and Logistics

Maersk's immediate switch of its AE19 service from the Cape of Good Hope to the Suez Canal shortens
Asia-Europe transit times, a concrete boost for trade efficiency. The move signals that shipping firms see sufficient
stability to return to the shorter route.

Energy and Commodities
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Indonesia resolved rare earth disputes with China, approving nearly 400,000 tonnes of mineral exports and
clearing more than 100 vessels to resume operations. The resolution eases a significant bottleneck in the nickel and
rare earth supply chain.

Central Banking

The People's Bank of Chinaissued its 15th Five-Year Plan for monetary reform, while Indonesia’s central bank
leadership transition advances and the RBA decision lands. A synchronised moment of institutional evolution
across the region's key monetary authorities is unfolding.

Calendar - Next 30 Days

DATE

11 Aug 2026

11 Aug 2026

11-14 Aug

2026

11 Aug 2026

Mid-Aug 2026

Mid-Aug 2026

Aug-Sep 2026

Late Aug 2026

30 days

30 days

30 days

Asia Intelligence Brief

EVENT

RBA interest-rate decision

Japan Mountain Day holiday

Boao-related forum events, Hainan

Singapore Al & Robotics Demo Night
Typhoon Dolphin recovery assessment
Indonesia parliament reviews Bl governor
nomination

South Korea semiconductor fund operational
details

ASEAN haze monitoring peak period
Tawan defence budget legislative process
begins

China PBOC monetary reform
implementation steps

Myanmar UN findings diplomatic follow-up

Tuesday, August 11, 2026

WHY IT MATTERS

Setstone for Australian dollar and regional rate
expectations

Tokyo cash equities closed, reducing regional
liquidity

High-level economic and policy discussions with
regional impact

Showcases the city-state's technology ambitions

Economic cost and supply-chain impact become
clearer

Determines monetary policy leadership for coming
term

Clarifies scope and beneficiaries of USD 3.52
billion programme

Regional health and diplomatic implicationsiif fires
are not contained

Approva would lock in a 16 per cent spending
increase

Specific measures to improve money-injection
mechanisms expected

Potential for new sanctions or ASEAN-led
mediation efforts

Page 13/ 14



Bottom Line - Sources - 09
WHERE ASIA STANDS - OUR TAKE

What Today TellsUs

Asiais holding its breath on Tuesday, caught between genuine economic bright spots and a relentless drumbeat of
natural and man-made threats. Singapore's GDP upgrade and South Koreas chip-export surge are real and
encouraging, yet they compete for attention with a million evacuees in eastern China, a killing in a Thai
government office, and the grim UN accounting of war crimesin Myanmar.

The region is on guard, not in a panic. Institutional responses such as Indid's tribunal reforms, Indonesia's central
bank nomination, and Taiwan's proposed defence spending rise suggest governments are focused on resilience and
continuity, not just crisis management, offering a fragile but meaningful foundation for the weeks ahead.

Sources & Method

Singapore Channel NewsAsia, The Business Times - 11 Aug 2026 (English).

China Sina Finance, East Money, City News Service, China Daily Hong Kong, Futunn - 11 Aug 2026
(Chinese, English).

South Korea The Standard Hong Kong, Financial Express - 11 Aug 2026 (English).

Indonesia The Business Times, Channel NewsAsia, City News Service - 10-11 Aug 2026 (English,
Chinese).

India Legacy IAS, Vartaman India - 10-11 Aug 2026 (English, Hindi).

Thailand New Straits Times, SCMP - 10-11 Aug 2026 (English).

Japan JPX - 11 Aug 2026 (English, Japanese).

Taiwan Taipei Times - 11 Aug 2026 (English).

Regional The Diplomat, Straits Times, Saxo Markets - 10-11 Aug 2026 (English).

Method. We sweep the region's main outlets in their languages, rank by impact, and skip what we covered before.

Compiled from major Asia outlets in the region's main languages.
editor@riotimesonline.com - riotimesonline.com - (c) 2026 The Rio Times Online

Personal use only. Please do not redistribute. Not financial advice.
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