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Beneath the Wounds, a Continent's
Unyielding Pulse

In a Rustenburg shaft, 14 illegal minerslost their lives, a grim echo of the desperation driving South
Africa's 33.6% joblessrate.

Across the continent, a defiant political machinery ticks on, from Zambia's election sprint to
Tanzania'streason trial and Libya's burning refinery.

Compiled from English, French, Arabic, Portuguese, Swahili, and Afrikaans sources.
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Editor's Leader - 01

SOUTH AFRICA’S GRIEF — ZAMBIA’S HOPE — TANZANIA’S DEFIANCE

A Brutal Tapestry of L oss and Anxious
Persistence

To scan Africa today is to feel a heavy, visceral weight punctuated by urgent, almost desperate, assertions of
political life. It is a day where the earth gave way and the machinery of state, for better or worse, ground forward.

The most searing pain radiates from Nkaneng, near Rustenburg, South Africa, where a rockfall at a disused mine
entombed 14 illegal miners on Tuesday. The frantic search for more possibly trapped underground is a harrowing
ritual that lays bare a deeper national wound: an unemployment rate that has climbed to a staggering 33.6 per cent,
pushing desperate men into the abandoned bellies of the earth.

More than 8 million registered voters in Zambia prepare for Thursday’s presidential election, a tight contest that
will judge President Hakainde Hichilema s record after afinal campaign push that saw him rallying students.

We heard a loud sound, like thunder, and then people were screaming. We pulled out
eight who are hurt, but the others are gone.

That defiant nerve aso beatsin a Dar es Salaam courtroom, where the treason trial of opposition chairman Tundu
Lissu resumed after a five-month freeze, its clock restarted by an international deadline. It is a political theatre
watched keenly from beyond Tanzania's borders, asign that civic space, though squeezed, remains a battleground.

Farther north, the acrid smell of war drifts back over Ethiopia’s Tigray region, where rebel authorities decried new
drone strikes, souring a delicate national dialogue that had just begun shifting toward final recommendations. In
Libya, arefinery complex vital to the nation’s lifeblood threatens to go completely dark under a volley of drone
attacks, awarning that energy infrastructure has become just another front.



Executive Summary - 02
THE DAY AT A GLANCE

The Day At A Glance

A brutal mining tragedy in South Africa casts a long shadow over a day of stark contrasts. From Zambia's
pre-election hush to a resumed treason trial in Tanzania and a rescue operation in Nigeria, the continent
oscillates between loss and stubborn resilience.

South Africa- A Grim Price of Desperation

Fourteen illegal miners died in a rockfall at a disused shaft in Nkaneng near Rustenburg, with eight hospitalised
and more feared trapped. The tragedy underscores the human cost of a 33.6 per cent unemployment rate, as
communities edge closer to danger to survive.

Libya - Refinery Under Siege

The National Qil Corporation warned it may be forced to halt al operations at the Zawiya refinery complex after
three drone attacks in 48 hours. A force magjeure declaration is being considered, threatening to choke off a critical
economic artery amid intensifying insecurity.

Tanzania - Justiceon Trial

The High Court resumed the treason case against opposition leader Tundu Lissu after a five-month suspension
expired under the watch of a Commonwesalth Ministerial Action Group deadline. The courtroom stands as a
charged symbol of the country's strained political tolerance.

Zambia - A Nation’s Verdict Nears

With just two days until general elections, incumbent President Hakainde Hichilemarallied student supportersin a
contest that has tightened into a stark two-way race. Over 8 million registered voters are poised to shape a defining
test of the country’s democratic fabric.

Ethiopia - Dialogue Over shadowed by Drones

Tigray rebel authorities reported new drone strikes by the federal army, a chilling signal of renewed military
tension that undercuts a national dialogue process entering its final recommendation phase. A fragile hope for
peace is being confused by the sounds of war.

Nigeria - Rescued from Captivity

The Nigerian army safely rescued 33 kidnap victims from gunmen, providing a rare moment of relief. The
operation coincided with the opening of an international security conference in Abuja, where President Bola
Tinubu was set to address the scourge of banditry and terrorism.

Somalia - Parliament Finds a New Voice
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In adecisive ballot, Abdulkadir Mohamed Nur Jama secured 142 out of 171 votes to become the new Speaker of
the House of the People. His election in Mogadishu marks a potential step toward |legidative consolidation amid a
challenging financia transition away from UN support.

Sierra Leone - Electoral Rules Overhauled

Parliament approved a heavily contested overhaul of electoral rules, a decision set to fundamentally reshape the
architecture of future ballots. The contentious debate reflects an underlying anxiety about political fairness across
theregion.

Senegal - A Society’s Policing of Privacy

A sweeping police crackdown led to the arrest of 71 men for alleged "unnatural acts," marking a significant and
troubling moment for human rights. The operation signals an intensified legal policing of private life that is
sending shivers through the community.

Backdrop - A Continental Game Secured

CAF confirmed that South Africawill stage the 2026 Super Cup in Tshwane this November, and locked in Kenya,
Tanzania and Uganda as co-hosts of the 2027 Africa Cup of Nations.

The Numbers At A Glance - Africa - Tuesday, August 11, 2026
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How The Countries Are Doing - 03
OUR SIMPLE HEALTH CHECK - 10 ECONOMIES

How The Countries Are Doing

A brutal mix of human loss and political machinery grips the continent today. From a mining disaster in South
Africato a tense election countdown in Zambia, the mood is one of anxiety shot through with determined defiance.
Bud Mon Mark  Outs

Country Polit What's Driving It

ics get ey ets ide

South Africa 3 4 3 3 4 The rand held steady at 16.18 ahead of grim labour data,

All-share - rand but the human cost of illegal mining deaths
overshadowed market calm.

Zambia 3 3 2 3 3 A fiercely contested two-horse race two days before the

All-share - vote has the nation holding its breath, with over 8 million

kwacha voters set to decide.

Tanzania 4 3 2 2 4 The resumption of Tundu Lissu's treason trial under an

All-share - international deadline injects fresh political risk into the

shilling outlook.

Ethiopia 4 4 3 3 5 Renewed drone strikes in Tigray are souring afragile

All-share - birr national dialogue, pulling the nation back toward the
trauma of civil war.

Somalia 3 4 2 3 5 The election of a new spesaker brings a moment of

- parliamentary order, but the exit of UN logistical funding
looms over stability.

Nigeria 3 S 3 2 4 A high-profile security conference and the rescue of 33

All-share - naira kidnap victims offer a glimmer of progress against a
backdrop of chronic insecurity.

SierraLeone 2 3 2 2 3 Parliament's contested overhaul of electoral rules

- reshapes the political playing field, raising tension over
future polls.

Senegal 2 2 2 2 2 A mass arrest of 71 men on social charges sends a shock

- through civil society, though markets remain insul ated
for now.

Libya 5 5 4 2 5 Relentless drone strikes on the Zawiya refinery threaten

- to shut the nation's economic heart, pushing afragile state
closer to the edge.

Uganda 2 2 2 2 2 A fatal police shooting in Bukwo is alocalised tragedy,

Arl1l'-”s:hare - with no broader market or political shockwaves yet

shilling

detected.

How to read the colours: 1 = calm, 2 = fairly good, 3 = mixed, 4 = some strain, 5 = serious strain. Updated Tuesday, August 11, 2026.
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Deep Dive - 04

ANXIETY AND DEFIANCE

A Continent Gripped Between Human Tragedy
and Poalitical Reckoning

The brutal death of 14 miners in a South African shaft and the relentless drone strikes on Libya's economic
heartland set a grim tone across Africa today. Yet from Zambia's electric el ection countdown to Tanzania's defiant
opposition, the machinery of politics and survival grinds forward with tense, stubborn energy.

Part 1 —TheWeight of Human L oss

In Nkaneng, near Rustenburg, the earth gave way on illegal miners scavenging a living in a disused shaft, killing
14 and hospitalising eight more. The tragedy is araw wound on a nation already reeling from the news that official
unemployment has climbed to 33.6 percent.

The discovery isaviscera reminder of the desperation that drives thousands into abandoned mines across the gold
belt. For families gathered at the shaft head, the waiting is a compound of grief and the dim hope that more of their
men might still be pulled out alive.

"The waiting is a compound of grief and the dim hope that more of their men might still be
pulled out alive."

Part 2—Libya's Slow Strangulation

Far to the north, Libya's National Oil Corporation warned today that it may be forced to declare force majeure and
halt al operations at the Zawiya refinery complex. Three drone strikes in 48 hours, the latest hitting an
oil-processing facility, have pushed the country's economic lifeline to breaking point.

The attacks are not a sudden escalation but the latest turn in a grinding conflict over control of the state's
hydrocarbon wealth. With the refinery under constant threat, the fragile political order in Tripoli faces an
existential fiscal shock that could unravel what little stability remains.

Part 3 —Political Machinery in Motion

In Dar es Salaam, the treason trial of opposition chairman Tundu Lissu resumed after a five-month suspension,
forced back to life by the expiration of a Commonwesalth deadline. The courtroom is a stage for defiant hope
among his supporters and a signal that international pressure can still prise open space in a closing political
system.

Two days before Zambia votes, President Hakainde Hichilema was rallying students in a final sprint that has
tightened into a genuine two-horse race. Over 8 million registered voters will decide whether his UPND gets a
mandate for reform or isturned out by the Tonse-Pamodzi alliance, in what is being watched as a critical stresstest
for Southern African democracy.

Far from the election trail, Somalia's parliament quietly elected Abdulkadir Mohamed Nur Jama as its new speaker
with a commanding 142 of 171 votes. The orderly transfer of a key institutional post in Mogadishu is a rare,



procedural moment of calm in a country where the UN support mission is aready auctioning off its assets ahead of
Washington's funding exit at year's end.

POSSIBILITY CHANCE MARKETS BREADTH WHAT IT MEANS FOR AFRICA
A - Oil shock 30 Brent spike Narrow Renewed fiscal crises across import-dependent East
percent if Libya and West African economies
goes offline
B - Zambian 25 Kwacha Broad A disputed vote would damage the region's
stalemate percent volatility on democratic credibility and deter investment
contested
result
C - Ethiopian 20 Birr Horn of Renewed conflict halts the national dialogue and
escalation percent pressure, Africa deepens a humanitarian emergency
aid
disruption

Source: The Rio Times, Reuters, Africanews, IOL News, The Media Line, Ahram Online

Africa Intelligence Brief Tuesday, August 11, 2026 Page 7/ 14



What We Are Watching -

OUR OPINION ONLY - NOT FINANCIAL ADVICE

Eight ThingsWe Are Watching

Africa enters Tuesday with a heavy heart and a watchful eye. From a fatal mine collapse in South Africa to a tight
election sprint in Zambia and the resumption of a treason trial in Tanzania, the continent pulses with a mix of
grief, tension, and defiant process.

How We See It

Over What

Period

South Africa’'s jobs crisis

Libya's Zawiya refinery
under drone fire

Zambia's election final
stretch

Tundu Lissu's treason
trial resumes in
Tanzania

Ethiopia's fragile
northern peace

Somalia's parliamentary
transition

Nigeria's kidnapping
scourge

Sierra Leone's contested

electoral overhaul
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Unemployment climbing to 33.6 per cent in the
second quarter, combined with shrinking factory
output, signals deep structural pain that no single
policy can quickly reverse.

Three strikes in two days have pushed the
National Oil Corporation to the brink of declaring
force majeure, threatening avital revenue stream
and fuel supply for the country.

The race has tightened into a genuine two-way
contest, making Thursday's vote a true test of
democratic resilience rather than aforegone
conclusion.

The restart under the pressure of a
Commonwealth deadline places Tanzania's
judicial independence and political space under an
intense international spotlight.

Fresh accusations of army drone strikesin Tigray,
even as anational dialogue edges toward
recommendations, show how easily the post-war
calm can crack.

The smooth election of a new House Speaker in
Mogadishu is a procedural win, but it unfolds
against the backdrop of departing UN logistical
support by year-end.

The army's rescue of 33 abducteesisasingle
bright spot in an otherwise relentless wave of
banditry, even as Abuja hosts an international
security conference on the same crisis.

Parliament approved the rule changes despite
opposition, setting the stage for a future vote
conducted under rules that one side already
considerstilted.
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Power Players - 06
SIX PEOPLE - IN THE NEWS TODAY

Six People Shaping The News

Froma courtroomin Dar es Salaam to a campaign rally in Lusaka and a disaster site near Rustenburg, these six
figures command the continent's attention this Tuesday.

Tundu Lissu
Chairman of CHADEMA, Tanzania

His treason trial resumed in Dar es Salaam after five months on hold, a moment freighted with political weight.
The hearing's timing, just as a Commonwealth watchdog deadline expired, transforms the courtroom into a gauge
of Tanzania's tolerance for dissent.

Hakainde Hichilema

President of Zambia

With two days before Zambia votes, the president was rallying students in a bid to energise the youth vote. His
once-comfortable lead has narrowed, turning the final 48 hoursinto a sprint rather than avictory lap.

Abdulkadir Mohamed Nur Jama

Speaker of the House of the People, Somalia

Elected overwhelmingly with 142 of 171 votes in Mogadishu yesterday, his ascent restores a key parliamentary
post after a period of uncertainty. The vote itself was a rare display of orderly political process in a nation still
wrestling with insurgency.

Mmamoloko Kubayi
Minister of Justice and Correctional Services, South Africa

She stepped before the press today to outline Cabinet-approved legislative amendments, presenting a face of
governmental order on a day otherwise dominated by grief underground. Her briefing was one of the few
forward-looking governance acts amid grim headlines.

The 14 unnamed miners
lllegal miners, Nkaneng, South Africa

Their deathsin adisused shaft near Rustenburg are the human cost of a desperate, unregulated economy operating
beneath the formal one. The rockfall that killed them and the eight hospitalised survivors speak to a crisis that
statistics alone cannot capture.

Bola Tinubu
President of Nigeria

He is expected to open a Muslim World League security conference in Abuja today, placing his presidency at the
centre of aregional conversation on kidnapping and terrorism. His presence signals that the fight against insecurity
isnow aso adiplomatic initiative.



Daily Briefing - 07
BY COUNTRY - MOOD - POLITICS - SOCIETY - ECONOMY

The Day, Country By Country

Tuesday's reports trace a line through tragedy, political brinkmanship, and fragile institutional steps forward.
Each nation carriesits own distinct weight of hope or sorrow.

SOUTH AFRICA

A nation reelsfrom a fatal mine collapse

The mood is sombre and raw after a rockfall at a disused mine in Nkaneng, near Rustenburg, killed 14 illegal
miners on Monday. Eight others were pulled out injured and fears persist that more remain trapped underground,
turning the shaft into a mass grave that exposes the desperation driving thousands into abandoned workings.
Sources; IOL News— August 11.

Jobs data deepens the economic gloom

Official figures released today showed unemployment climbed to 33.6 per cent in the second quarter, while
manufacturing output shrank 1.5 per cent over the same period even as June brought a small monthly rebound. The
rand held near 16.18 per dollar as the central bank simultaneously took direct oversight of payment systems from
the industry body PASA. Sources. Reuters/ The South Africa Brief — August 11.

ZAMBIA

A tight race entersitsfinal 48 hours

The country is coiled with anticipation as Thursday's general election approaches with the contest now a genuine
two-way fight between the ruling UPND and the Tonse-Pamodzi opposition alliance. President Hakainde
Hichilema campaigned among students today, aware that over eight million registered voters will deliver a verdict
that feels far less predictable than weeks ago. Sources: Africanews— August 11.

TANZANIA

Lissu'strial resumes under watchful eyes

A defiant tension filled the High Court in Dar es Salaam as the treason trial of opposition leader Tundu Lissu
resumed after a five-month suspension. The restart coincides with the expiry of a Commonwealth Ministeria

Action Group deadline, placing President Samia Suluhu Hassan's government under acute international scrutiny
over the treatment of its most prominent critic. Sources. Africanews — August 10.

ETHIOPIA

Northern skiesdarken again

A chill of resurgent fear runs through Tigray as rebel authorities accused the federal army of fresh drone strikes,
reviving the spectre of open hostilities in a region whose peace remains brittle. This jarring development taints a
national dialogue that had just begun shifting participants toward final recommendations for a post-conflict
political settlement. Sources: Africanews— August 10.

LIBYA



Zawiyarefinery on the brink

Apprehension bordering on crisis grips the energy sector after the National Oil Corporation warned it may declare
force majeure and halt all operations at the Zawiya complex following three drone attacks in the space of 48 hours.
The latest strike hit an oil-processing facility directly, threatening the country's fuel supply and its most critical
source of revenue at a moment of deep political fragmentation. Sources: The Media Line— August 11.

NIGERIA

A rescue and a conference on thesamecrisis

Hope and grim realism sit side by side as the army safely freed 33 kidnap victims even as Abuja opened a Muslim
World League international security conference focused on the very banditry and terrorism that produced the

abduction. President Bola Tinubu is expected to address the gathering, framing the fight against insecurity as both
a domestic imperative and a diplomatic cause. Sources. Champion News — August 11.



Corporate Pipeline - 08
SECTOR WATCH - CALENDAR

Pipeline, Sectors, And The Calendar

ITEM TYPE WHEN STATUS

Zambia general elections Political event August 13, 2026 Imminent

SADC Summit NATJOINTS security Security August 11, 2026 In progress

briefing preparation

Libya Zawiya refinery force majeure Energy disruption Days ahead Under consideration

decision

Tundu Lissu treason trial hearings Judicial Resumed August Active
proceeding 11

South African Reserve Bank Regulatory August 11, 2026 Active

payment system takeover change

Ethiopia national dialogue final Political process Weeks ahead Transition phase

recommendations

Nigeria Muslim World League Diplomatic event August 11-12, 2026 Opened today

security conference

Sierra Leone electoral rule Legislative Months ahead Approved
implementation process

Somalia UN support mission asset Institutional Before end 2026 Tender opened
auction transition

CAF Super Cup, Tshwane Sporting event November 8, 2026 Confirmed

Sector Watch - Four Thingsto Track

SOUTH AFRICAN LABOUR AND INDUSTRY

The rise in unemployment to 33.6 per cent and the 1.5 per cent quarterly drop in manufacturing output point to an
economy losing momentum, even with June's modest factory rebound. The central bank's decision to strip PASA
of key payments oversight signals a regulatory environment growing more assertive and interventionist.

LIBYAN ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE

The accelerating drone campaign against the Zawiya refinery complex threatens to knock a major processing node
offline. A force majeure declaration would not only choke domestic fuel supply but also remove barrels from an
aready jittery global market watching Middle Eastern instability.

ZAMBIAN POLITICAL RISK

Thetightening of the presidential race two days before the vote injects uncertainty into what had appeared a stable
trajectory. Investors and regional diplomats are watching for both the result and the loser's reaction, given Africa's
recent history of disputed electoral outcomes.

EAST AFRICAN SECURITY AND TRANSITION
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Ethiopia's renewed drone strikes in Tigray and the fragile Somali parliamentary transition, set against the backdrop
of departing UN logistical support, create a corridor of heightened risk. The region's post-conflict arrangements
look increasingly delicate as both Addis Ababa and Mogadishu navigate their next chapters.

Calendar - Next 30 Days

DATE

August 11,
2026

August 13,
2026

Mid-August
2026

Late August
2026

September
2026

September
2026

Ongoing

Before end
2026

November 8,
2026

June 19 — July
17, 2027
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EVENT

WHY IT MATTERS

NATJOINTS SADC Summit security Sets the operational framework for the region's

briefing, South Africa

Zambia general elections

most significant diplomatic gathering.

A critical democratic test with over eight million
voters and a genuinely competitive field.

SADC Summit, South Africa Heads of state convene to address regional security,

trade, and political co-operation.

Libya NOC force majeure decision window A halt at Zawiyawould remove amajor fuel source

and revenue stream from the fractured state.

2027 AFCON qualifiers begin The road to the tri-nation tournament in Kenya,

Tanzania, and Uganda kicks off across the
continent.

Ethiopia national dialogue conclusion phase Participants shift toward final recommendations

that could shape the country's post-war political
architecture.

Tundu Lissu treason trial, Tanzania Each hearing tests the boundaries of political

expression and judicial independence under
international observation.

UN Support Office in Somalia asset auction Marks the winding down of alogistical backbone

closure

as Washington withdraws funding for the mission.

CAF Super Cup, Tshwane, South Africa A showcase continental football event that places

2027 Africa Cup of Nations

South Africaat the centre of African sport.
Thefirst tri-nation AFCON, spanning Kenya,

Tanzania, and Uganda, redefines how the
tournament is staged.
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Bottom Line - Sources - 09
WHERE AFRICA STANDS - OUR TAKE

What Today TellsUs

Tuesday's reports lay bare a continent where the ground shifts constantly beneath people's feet. In South Africa,
the formal economy's weakness and the informal economy's deadly risks merge into a single story of precarious
survival, while Zambia's tight election and Tanzania's courtroom drama show that political machinery turns even
when the mood is anxious rather than hopeful.

Libya' s ail infrastructure remains vulnerable to drone strikes, Ethiopia’ s peace is fragile amid mutual accusations,
and Somalia's parliamentary progress could stall without funding, yet courts, elections and central banks continue
to function.

Sources & Method

SOUTH AFRICA IOL News, Reuters, The South Africa Brief, EWN, South African Government — August 11, 2026
(English).

NIGERIA Champion News, The Nation, ThisDay, Naija News, Punch — August 11, 2026 (English).

ETHIOPIA / SOMALIA / Africanews, Ahram Online, The Rio Times — August 10-11, 2026 (English, French).

TANZANIA

LIBYA The Media Line — August 11, 2026 (English).

SIERRA LEONE / UGANDA Africanews — August 8-11, 2026 (English, French).
/ SENEGAL

Method. We sweep the region's main outlets in English, French, Arabic, Portuguese, Swabhili, and Afrikaans, rank by impact, and skip
what we covered before.

Compiled from major Africa outlets in the region's main languages.
editor@riotimesonline.com - riotimesonline.com - (c) 2026 The Rio Times Online

Personal use only. Please do not redistribute. Not financial advice.
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