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USA & CANADA INTELLIGENCE BRIEF — WEDNESDAY, JULY 22, 2026

The Day the Border Became a
Wound

A 50% tariff, a deadly shooting, and a shattered health milestone land at Ottawa’ s door on the same
day. From ballparks to cabinet tables, Canadians are answering with a raw mix of grief and
defiance.

Meanwhile US border states look north with growing dread, watching a friendship unravel into
something unrecognisable.

Compiled from USand Canadian (English and French Canadian) sources.
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Editor's Leader - 01

TRADE WAR - GUN VIOLENCE - PUBLIC HEALTH

A Friendship SoursInto Grievance

A single Wednesday in July has scraped the civility from North America’s oldest alliance. By noon, the White
House had laid a 50 per cent tariff on Canadian goods, the Pentagon had walked away from a joint defence
committee, and Toronto was still scrubbing blood from a festival ground.

The emotional centre of the continent shifted not in a boardroom but in a stadium, where Blue Jays fans booed the
American anthem. The sound was less performance than symptom, a spontaneous release of a hurt that had been
building through a year-long measles outbreak, a prime minister’s horror at a mass shooting, and now this abrupt
economic blow.

Prime Minister Mark Carney convened an emergency cabinet meeting not just to draft retaliatory lists, but to
manage a national mood turning visceral. The loss of measles elimination status, confirmed by public-health
officials on the same day, added a quieter dread, a sense that the country’ s internal protections are fraying even as
its external ones are under direct assaullt.

“It's childish.”

Provincial premiers are keeping their American liquor bans firmly in place, a small but pointed subnational
rebellion that violates the spirit of the CUSMA trade pact. The tariffs, set to begin on August 19, are not merely an
economic lever; they are a psychological fracture, reopening a conversation in Canada about sovereignty that
many thought was settled.

In American border communities, the anxiety is quieter but no less real. Governors warn that manufacturing and
tourism will bleed, while U.S. stock futures fell and the Canadian dollar weakened sharply.



Executive Summary - 02
THE DAY AT A GLANCE

The Day At A Glance

A cascade of bad news, from tariffs to a festival shooting, shook the United States and Canada on Wednesday. The
day laid bare a friendship in crisis and two nations wrestling with very different kinds of pain.

USA/Canada - Trade War Ignited

President Trump slapped a 50 per cent tariff on a wide range of Canadian goods, with duties confirmed to start on
August 19. Ottawa called the move a violation of the CUSMA trade pact, and Canadian provinces kept their
American alcohol bansin open defiance.

Canada - Festival Gunfire Leaves Toronto Reeling

A shooting at a Toronto festival killed two people and left four others seriously injured. Prime Minister Mark
Carney said he was horrified and pledged the full weight of federal support for the manhunt.

Canada - Public Health Milestone L ost

Canada officidly lost its measles elimination status amid an outbreak that has dragged on for a full year.
Public-health officials confirmed the sobering reclassification, adding a layer of interna vulnerability to a day of
external blows.

Canada - Defence Ties Snapped

The United States withdrew from a long-standing joint defence advisory committee with Canada. Retired army
leader Andrew L eslie described the move as 'childish’, a gesture that soured a partnership that had lasted decades.

USA - HateCrimein Federal Court

A 45-year-old suspect appeared in aU.S. federal court charged with afedera hate crime. The proceedings added a
note of domestic tension to an already jittery American mood.

USA - Border States Fear the Fallout

Governors in northern states expressed worry that the escalating trade war will hurt local manufacturing and
tourism. The anxiety is most acute in communities where the Canadian border is not a geopolitical line but a daily
routine.

Canada - ‘Buy Canadian’ Goes Viral

Grassroots patriotic sentiment surged on socia media as consumers and businesses rallied around the flag. The
movement is less about commerce and more about solidarity, a digital morale boost on agrim day.

Canada - Ballpark Boos as a National Pulse
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At a Toronto Blue Jays game, fans booed the U.S. national anthem in what felt like a spontaneous, collective
exhale of trade-war frustration. The boos echoed far beyond the ballpark, registering as a cultural flashpoint.

Canada - Food Supply Unease

Canadian food industry groups warned that the 50 per cent tariff on agricultural goods could disrupt cross-border
supply chains within weeks. Fears over grocery prices and availability are already creeping into the national
conversation.

Backdrop - Tensions at a Boiling Point

Trade frictions were aready high before Wednesday’s tariff shock, and the Toronto shooting had just drawn
national horror. The measles outbreak has been a slow-burning worry, but today’s officia loss of elimination
status turned background noise into a headline.

The Numbers At A Glance - USA & Canada - Wednesday, July 22, 2026

us
New Tariff Rate

50%

Trump levy on Canadian
goods, start Aug 19

us
Hate Crime Defendant

45

Age of suspect in federal
court
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CA
Fatalities

2

Dead in Toronto festival
shooting

CA
Defence Committee

Gone

U.S. withdraws from joint
advisory body

CA
Seriously Injured

4

Wounded in the same
shooting

CA
Canadian Dollar

Weaker

Currency slide on tariff
news

Wednesday, July 22, 2026

CA
Measles Outbreak

Duration that ended
elimination status

CA
Provincial Bans

Active

U.S. alcohol boycotts
remain in place
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How The Countries Are Doing - 03
OUR SIMPLE HEALTH CHECK - 10 ECONOMIES

How The Countries Are Doing

A sudden escalation in the North American trade war, a mass shooting in Toronto, and a spiralling public-health
crisis have left the continent on edge. Our health check captures a region where political anger and economic
worry arerising fast.

Country Polit What's Driving It
ics
United States 3 2 4 3 3 The new 50% tariff on Canada has jolted markets and
S&P 500 - US frayed the country's oldest alliance.
Dollar
Canada 4 3 4 4 4 The nation reels from a trade punch, afestival shooting,
S&PITSX and loss of a cherished health milestone.
Composite -

Canadian Dollar

How to read the colours: 1 = calm, 2 = fairly good, 3 = mixed, 4 = some strain, 5 = serious strain. Updated Wednesday, July 22, 2026.
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Deep Dive - 04

A CONTINENT ON EDGE

Defiance and dismay as North America' salliance
comes unstuck

Canada and the United States woke on Wednesday to a relationship that feels unrecognisable, as the White House
confirmed a 50% tariff on Canadian goods and a withdrawal from a long-standing defence committee. The moves,
on a day Toronto also mourned victims of a deadly festival shooting, have fused economic pain with profound
emotional shock.

Part 1 —A friendship fracturesin a single morning

In Ottawa, the mood was one of cold fury. Prime Minister Mark Carney called an emergency cabinet meeting to
forge a unified response, hours after President Trump set an August 19 start date for the punishing new duties.

Acraoss the country, that fury found a popular voice. Sports fans booed the American anthem at a Blue Jays game,
while grassroots ‘Buy Canadian’ movements surged on social media, turning grocery aisles into quiet
battlegrounds.

“1tischildish. It is beneath the dignity of the Pentagon.”

ON THE U.S. WITHDRAWING FROM A JOINT DEFENCE COMMITTEE - JULY 2026

Part 2—-Wounded pride meetsreal-world fear

The tariff announcement landed as Canada was already grieving. A shooting at a Toronto festival left two dead,
and the prime minister said he was *horrified’ by the attack, promising the full weight of law enforcement would
find the suspects.

A quieter grief came from public-health officials, who confirmed Canada has lost its measles elimination status
after a year-long outbreak. For many Canadians, the three events together created a visceral sense of a country
under siege from within and without.

Part 3—The American mood growsjittery

In the United States, the reaction was less defiant but deeply unsettled. Stock futures dipped and the Canadian
dollar weakened sharply, while governors of northern border states warned that local factories and tourism would
suffer.

Public surveys showed rising anxiety in those communities, adding a domestic political risk to President Trump’s
trade strategy. A separate federal hate-crime court appearance underscored a tense and fragmented national
atmosphere.

POSSIBILITY CHANCE MARKETS BREADTH WHAT IT MEANS FOR LATIN AMERICA
A —Trade war 40 Steady Widens to Canada accelerates diversification toward Latin
broadens percent strain on more American trade partners.

equities goods
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POSSIBILITY CHANCE MARKETS BREADTH WHAT IT MEANS FOR LATIN AMERICA

B — Quick 25 Relief rally Narrows to Momentum stalls, keeping existing supply chains
diplomatic percent in both current stable.

off-ramp indices disputes

C —Prolonged 35 Persistent Steady, co Some U.S. firms shift sourcing to Mexico and
freeze with no percent loonie ntainment Brazil.

deal weakness holds

Source: Rio Times USA & Canada desk, based on government statements and market reaction on July 22, 2026.
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What We Are Watching - 05
OUR OPINION ONLY - NOT FINANCIAL ADVICE

Eight ThingsWe Are Watching

The sudden U.S tariff hike to 50% and withdrawal from a joint defence committee have shattered the North
American calm. We are tracking the economic, social, and political shockwaves from Ottawa to Washington.

How We See It Over What

Period

Trade War Shock v CAREFUL 6 months The 19 August tariff deadline will test supply
chainsimmediately, with Canadian food groups
warning of disruption within weeks.

Canadian National Unity A POSITIVE 6 months Prime Minister Carney's emergency cabinet
meeting and defiant provincial acohol bans show
arare political cohesion under pressure.

U.S. Border State 0 MIXED 6 months Governors fear manufacturing and tourism losses,

Anxiety yet Washington shows no sign of easing the tariff
strategy.

Defence Cooperation v CAREFUL 6 months The Pentagon's withdrawal from the joint

Collapse advisory body is a symbolic severing that risks

eroding decades of military interoperability.

Canadian Patriotism A POSITIVE 6 months Grassroots '‘Buy Canadian' campaigns and
Surge sports-fan booing of the U.S. anthem signal a
cultural shift toward self-reliance.

Public Health Setback v CAREFUL 6 months Losing measles elimination status after a
year-long outbreak exposes gaps in vaccine
coverage that will take yearsto repair.

Market Volatility v CAREFUL 6 months The Canadian dollar weakened sharply and U.S.
stock futures dipped, suggesting investors are
pricing in a prolonged trade dispute.

Social Unrest in Toronto v CAREFUL 6 months The deadly festival shooting, with suspects still at

large, compounds a national mood already frayed
by external threats.
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Power Players - 06
SIX PEOPLE - IN THE NEWS TODAY

Six People Shaping The News

From tariff imposers to grieving communities, these six figures are at the centre of a fractured North American
day.

Donald Trump
President of the United States

He imposed the 50% tariff on Canadian goods, framing it as an economic sovereignty measure. The White House
set a19 August start date, giving Ottawa less than a month to respond.

Mark Carney

Prime Minister of Canada

He declared himself horrified by the Toronto shooting and immediately convened an emergency cabinet meeting
to craft aunified response to Washington's tariff and defence withdrawals.

Andrew Ledlie

Retired Canadian Army Leader

He publicly labelled the U.S. withdrawal from the joint defence committee as ‘childish’. His blunt critique reflects
deepening military frustration with the security partnership.

Unnamed 45-year-old suspect

Federal hate crime defendant

He appeared in a U.S. federal court today on a hate crime charge. The case adds to a tense domestic atmosphere
aready rattled by economic uncertainty.

Canadian provincial premiers
Provincial leaders

They are defying Trump's tariff threat by keeping existing bans on U.S. alcohol imports. Their coordinated refusal
marks a rare moment of subnational solidarity.

Toronto festival victims
Community members lost to gun violence

Two people died and four others were serioudly injured in the shooting. Their deaths have galvanised calls for
public safety as the nation reels from multiple crises.



Daily Briefing - 07
BY COUNTRY - MOOD - POLITICS - SOCIETY - ECONOMY

The Day, Country By Country

A wounded Canada and a jittery United States are processing a trade war escalation, a deadly shooting, and a
public health setback. Each country is absorbing the shocks through its own political and social lens.

CANADA
A Nation Feels Singled Out and Under Siege
The 50% tariff and defence withdrawal have fused with the Toronto shooting into a deep sense of national

grievance. Prime Minister Carney's horrified reaction to the violence captured a country that feels targeted on
multiple fronts. Sources. Toronto Star, CBC/Radio-Canada - 22 July 2026.

Poalitical Cohesion and Provincial Defiance

Carney convened emergency cabinet talks while premiers kept U.S. acohol bans intact, openly defying
Washington. The unity is fragile but real, with retaliatory tariff lists expected by late July. Sources: The Globe and
Mail, La Presse - 22 July 2026.

Social Solidarity on Display

Grassroots 'Buy Canadian' movements surged online, and Blue Jays fans loudly booed the U.S. national anthem.
The cultural mood is shifting from polite neighbourliness to protective nationalism. Sources. Le Journa de
Montréal, Sportsnet - 22 July 2026.

Economic and Health Vulnerabilities Exposed

Canada officialy lost its measles elimination status, and food industry groups warned the tariff will disrupt supply
chains within weeks. The Canadian dollar weakened sharply as markets repriced risk. Sources. ABC News, The
Canadian Press - 22 July 2026.

UNITED STATES
Border States Brace for Economic Blowback

Governors of northern border states voiced alarm that the trade war will hurt local manufacturing and tourism. The
mood in communities that depend on cross-border commerce has swung from concern to acute anxiety. Sources:
Associated Press - 22 July 2026.

Washington's Unyielding Stance

The White House confirmed the 50% tariff and Pentagon withdrew from the defence committee without public
hesitation. The moves signal a political calculation that economic pain is worth the leverage. Sources:
CBC/Radio-Canada - 22 July 2026.

Domestic Tensions Simmer

A federal hate crime court appearance and rising public anxiety in border communities add to a fraught national
atmosphere. U.S. stock futures dipped as investors weighed the trade war's domestic costs. Sources: CNN, USA



Today - 22 July 2026.

Market Nervesand Currency Moves

The Canadian dollar weakened markedly in early trading while U.S. futures slipped, reflecting uncertainty about
how long the tariff stand-off will last. The economic divergence between a stronger U.S. and softer Canadian
economy iswidening. Sources: Reuters, Bloomberg - 22 July 2026.



Corporate Pipeline - 08
SECTOR WATCH - CALENDAR

Pipeline, Sectors, And The Calendar

ITEM TYPE WHEN STATUS
U.S. 50% tariff on Canadian goods Trade Policy 19 August 2026 Confirmed - White House
Canadian retaliatory tariff list Trade Policy Late July 2026 Expected
Emergency Canadian cabinet Political Today - 22 July Underway
meeting 2026
Toronto festival shooting Criminal Ongoing Active - suspects at large
investigation
U.S. hate crime court appearance Judicial Today - 22 July Proceeding
2026
Measles elimination status loss Public Health Today - 22 July Confirmed
2026
U.S. withdrawal from joint defence Defence Today - 22 July Effective immediately
committee 2026
Provincial alcohol bans maintained Trade Retaliation Summer 2026 Ongoing
CUSMA review process Trade Summer 2026 Under negotiation
Food industry supply chain impact Industry Within weeks Warnings issued
assessment

Sector Watch - Four Thingsto Track

Cross-Border Agri-Food Supply Chains

Canadian food groups warn the 50% tariff on agricultura goods will disrupt supply chains within weeks.
Processors and retailers on both sides of the border are scrambling for alternatives before the August deadline.

Currency and Bond Markets

The Canadian dollar weakened sharply and U.S. futures dipped, with traders pricing in a prolonged dispute. The
widening economic divergence between the two countriesis likely to keep currency markets volatile.

Defence and Aerospace Cooperation
The Pentagon's withdrawal from the joint advisory committee signals a broader decoupling risk for integrated
defence supply chains. Canadian firms that rely on U.S. contracts face growing uncertainty.

Consumer Sentiment and Retail

‘Buy Canadian' campaigns are reshaping shopping habits, while U.S. border-state tourism and retail face
headwinds from the hostile palitical climate. Provincial alcohol bans are aready hitting American producers.

Calendar - Next 30 Days
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DATE

22 July 2026

22 July 2026

22 July 2026

Late July 2026

Summer 2026

Summer 2026

Early August

2026

Ongoing

19 August

2026

Late August
2026
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EVENT

Emergency Canadian cabinet meeting

U.S. hate crime court proceeding

Measles elimination status revoked

Expected Canadian retaliatory tariff list

Provincial alcohol bans remain

CUSMA review ministerial meeting

Cross-border industry consultations

Toronto shooting manhunt

50% U.S. tariff takes effect

G7 trade ministers call

Wednesday, July 22, 2026

WHY IT MATTERS

Sets tone for Ottawa's unified response to tariffs
and defence withdrawal .

High-profile federal case amid tense domestic
atmosphere.

Marks a public health milestone |oss after
year-long outbreak.

Will reveal the scope and economic pain of
Ottawa's countermeasures.

Sustained subnational defiance tests U.S. trade
leverage.

Trade pact's future is clouded by the tariff
escalation.

Food and manufacturing groups seek tariff
mitigation plans.

Suspects still at large; community safety remains a

political flashpoint.

The trade war enters a new phase with immediate
supply chain impacts.

Allies may step in to mediate the escalating
Canada-U.S. dispute.
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Bottom Line - Sources - 09
WHERE USA & CANADA STANDS - OUR TAKE

What Today TellsUs

The North American relationship has moved from friction to fracture in a single day, with a punitive tariff, a
defence withdrawal, and a deadly shooting all landing at once. Canada is responding with a defiant, wounded
nationalism that is reshaping its politics and consumer culturein real time.

Northern border states fear economic fallout, markets are nervous, and a federal hate crime case adds to the sense
of acountry on edge. The 19 August tariff deadline now looms as the next flashpoint in a conflict that neither side
seems ready to de-escalate.

Sources & Method

CANADA CBC/Radio-Canada, Toronto Star, The Globe and Mail, La Presse, Le Journal de Montréal, The
Canadian Press, Sportsnet - 22 July 2026 (English, French).

UNITED STATES ABC News, CNN, USA Today, Associated Press, Reuters, Bloomberg - 22 July 2026 (English).
We sweep the region's main outlets in their languages, rank by impact, and skip what we covered before.

Compiled from major USA & Canada outlets in the region's main languages.
editor@riotimesonline.com - riotimesonline.com - (c) 2026 The Rio Times Online

Personal use only. Please do not redistribute. Not financial advice.
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