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Fever Acrossthe Continent

A continent's raw nerve is exposed: from a genocide finding in Sudan to an Ebola crossing into
Europe, Africa’'s safety nets are fraying fast.

Inflation cools in Egypt but rage smmers in South Africa and Kenya, where courtrooms and streets
become theatres of a crisis in governance.

Compiled from English, French, Arabic, Portuguese, Swahili, and Afrikaans sour ces.
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Editor's Leader - 01

KHARTOUM TO KINSHASA - CAPE TOWN TO CAIRO

TheWound That Will Not Close

Africa moved through Thursday with a raw, agitated pulse, a mosaic of fear, fury and a weary yearning for
protection that no authority seems able to provide.

The day broke with a grim landmark from the International Criminal Court: prosecutors now say they can link the
mass atrocities in Darfur directly to Sudan's national leadership. For a population trapped in a war that has pitted
the army against the Rapid Support Forces, the development was a moment of horrific validation—proof that the
violenceis not merely chaos but a directed, top-down machinery of destruction.

That same machinery found new echoes in a United Nations report implicating RSF commander Mohamed
Hamdan Dagalo in an intentional policy of genocide in El-Gezira. The collective mood is one of exhaustion
wrapped in dread, asif the worst things imaginable have become the ordinary business of the week.

The ordinary business of the week has become the wor st things imaginable.

Farther southwest, a linked fear was growing: the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo has killed
1,405 people, and France reported its first case in a returning health worker on Thursday. Rwanda reopened its
border but only with health checks, athin barrier against a virus that ignores maps.

By evening, as Kenya's parliament voted to defy a court ruling that declared the cabinet unconstitutional on gender
grounds, and as Johannesburg reeled from a freeze on municipal funding alongside record spending on
consultants, one feeling united the continent's disparate crises. a sensation that the guardrails are gone, and nobody
issure who, if anyone, is coming to put them back.



Executive Summary - 02
THE DAY AT A GLANCE

The Day At A Glance

From the weight of a genocide finding in Sudan to a new Ebola case on European soil, Thursday unspooled as a
series of shocks to Africa's collective nervous system—each one a fresh reminder of how governance, health and
safety are fraying at the edges.

Sudan - Command Responsibility

ICC prosecutors confirmed a breakthrough that alows them to tie Darfur's atrocities directly to national-level
leadership. The finding lands alongside a UN report accusing RSF commander Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo of an
intentional genocide policy in EI-Gezira.

DR Congo/ France - A Border Crossed

Congo's Ebola outbreak reached 1,405 deaths and claimed its first imported case in France, a returning healthcare
worker. The DRC-Rwanda border has reopened under strict health screening, but confidence is brittle.

South Africa- A Municipal Unravelling

Funding has been frozen for Johannesburg and dozens of municipalities just as a report reveals record spending of
1.6 billion rand on consultants. Clean audits are falling, and the smell of dysfunction is mixing with street-level
xenophobic anger.

Kenya - The Court Versusthe Cabinet

Parliament voted to appeal aruling that declared the cabinet unconstitutional on gender grounds, setting President
William Ruto's administration on a collision course with the judiciary. The dispute cuts to the heart of
post-election legitimacy.

Egypt - A Breath of Cooler Air

Annual urban inflation eased to 14.3 percent in June, afractional decline from May's 14.6 percent. For households
worn down by the cost of bread and fuel, the shift was barely perceptible, but it offers a diver of hope for
monetary easing.

Tanzania - The Closing Fist

President Samia Suluhu Hassan faces deepening scrutiny after a ban on political rallies and the mass arrest of 130
people. Set against a disputed 2025 election, the crackdown is thickening the anxious air ahead of the next political
cycle.

Mali / Mozambique - Russia's L ong Shadow

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov pledged counter-terrorism support to Mozambique, mirroring Moscow's
footprint in the Sahel. The offer came as Mali absorbed another jihadist offensive, exposing the state's fragile grip



despite the presence of Russian-linked forces.

Society - The Anger Beneath

Nigeria's streets are simmering after a 55 percent surge in petrol prices deepened a punishing cost-of-living crisis.
Thefury isless apolicy debate than a cry from households who have run out of ways to absorb the next blow.

Culture- A Youth Awakening in Nairobi

Beyond the courtroom drama, Kenya's young people are driving a political awakening, demanding accountability
and rejecting the old ethnic arithmetic. The cabinet ruling is not just alegal dispute—it is agenerational flashpoint.

Backdrop - The Guardrails Are Gone

Across the continent, a common sensation is taking hold: that the institutions meant to protect people—courts,
health systems, municipal governments—are buckling. From Khartoum to Cape Town, the week's news feels less

like a series of events and more like a single, shared wound.

The Numbers At A Glance - Africa - Thursday, July 30, 2026

CD
Ebola deaths

1,405

DR Congo outbreak toll as
of Thursday

TZ
Arrested

130

Mass arrests amid political
rally ban in Tanzania
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FR
Imported Ebola case

1st

France records case in
returning healthcare worker

CD
Total Ebola cases

~3,200

DR Congo outbreak, cases
approximately

EG
Urban inflation

14.3%

June figure, down from
14.6% in May

NG
Petrol price surge

55%

Deepening Nigeria's
cost-of-living crisis
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ZA
Consultant spending

R1.6bn

Record municipal spend
while clean audits fell

SD
ICC breakthrough

July 30

Darfur atrocities linked to
national leadership
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How The Countries Are Doing - 03
OUR SIMPLE HEALTH CHECK - 10 ECONOMIES

How The Countries Are Doing

A new international arrest warrant for a sitting leader's ally plunges one nation deeper into panic, while another
feels the chill of a public rally ban. Across the continent, the mood is a volatile mix of anxiety, exhaustion, and
occasional relief.

Country Polit Bud Mon Mark  Outs  What's Driving It
ics get ey ets ide

South Africa 4 5 3 3 2 Deadly anti-migrant attacks in Johannesburg have

Rand - R shattered a fragile social peace, while frozen municipal
funding and a consultants scandal deepen the sense of
misrule and economic risk.

Sudan 5 5 5 5 4 An ICC breakthrough linking Darfur atrocities directly to

Sudanese the national |eadership has horrified a population already

Pound - SBG reeling from a UN report alleging intentional genocide by
the RSF in El-Gezira.

DR Congo 4 4 4 4 5 A spiralling Ebola outbreak that has killed 1,405 people

Congolese isnow an international threat, after France recorded its

Franc - CDF first imported case in a returning healthcare worker,
dashing hopes of containment.

Nigeria 4 4 5 4 3 A punishing 55 percent surgein petrol prices has

Naira - NGN intensified a cost-of-living crisis, leaving millions feeling
araw, grinding frustration that is trandlating into
street-level anger.

Egypt 3 4 3 3 3 A dlight easing of urban inflation to 14.3 percent in June

Egyptian Pound offers a shallow breath of relief, but the pervasive feeling

“EGP isstill one of atight squeeze on household budgets.

Kenya 4 S 3 S 2 A defiant government is appealing a court ruling that its

Kenyan Shilling - cabinet is unconstitutional, deepening a standoff with a

KES newly awakened, youth-led political movement that is
unsettling the old order.

Tanzania 5 4 3 3 3 A climate of fear isthickening as President Hassan's

Tanzanian government bans political rallies and conducts mass

Shilling - TS arrests of 130 people, following abitterly disputed
election.

Mali 5 5 4 4 4 A fresh jihadist offensive near Bamako has shattered any

CFA Franc illusion of state control, with an attack on Russian-linked

BCEAO - XOF forces highlighting the fragility of the ruling junta's
security strategy.

M ozambique 4 4 4 4 3 Russia's pledge of counter-terrorism support deepens

Mozambican M oscow's security footprint, leaving the nation feeling

Metical - MZN
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like a pawn on alarger chessboard while an insurgency
still disrupts the gas-rich north.
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Country Polit Bud Mon Mark Outs What's Driving It

ics get ey ets ide

Ethiopia 3 3 4 3 3 A fraught post-conflict calm holds, with the feeling that

Birr - ETB the country's many fractures are being papered over
rather than healed, while the birr depreciates steadily
amid a nervous reconstruction effort.

How to read the colours: 1 = calm, 2 = fairly good, 3 = mixed, 4 = some strain, 5 = serious strain. Updated Thursday, July 30, 2026.
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Deep Dive - 04

WOUNDED AND VOLATILE

A Continent Gripped by Fear, Fury and a
Flicker of Relief

Africa ends July feeling volatile and wounded, its mood a jangling medley of fear and fury from Johannesburg's
streets to Khartoum's war rooms. A pervasive anxiety about governance and safety has deepened, as unchecked
violence—whether from militias, state crackdowns, or xenophobic mobs—spreads alongside a constant, low-grade
economic fever.

Part 1 - The Stain of Violence

Door-to-door anti-migrant violence in South Africa has claimed lives and shattered the post-apartheid promise of a
rainbow nation, leaving communities fearful and deeply angry. The horror is not contained: in Sudan, an
International Criminal Court breakthrough linking Darfur atrocities to national leadership on Thursday confirmed
the worst nightmares of a population that had already heard a UN report alege an intentional policy of genocide by
the Rapid Support Forces in El-Gezira.

In Mali, a fresh jihadist offensive near Bamako and an attack on Russian-linked forces underscore the state's
terrifying lack of control, making people feel profoundly insecure and embattied. Each of these crises is a fresh
wound on the collective psyche, a brutal reminder that safety is a privilege many are being denied by their own
leaders or by forces those leaders cannot command.

" A pervasive anxiety about governance and safety deepens as unchecked
violence—whether from militias, state crackdowns, or xenophobic mobs—spreads across
the continent."”

Part 2 - The Squeeze on Democr acy

In Kenya, a defiant government is appealing a court ruling that declared the entire cabinet unconstitutional,
deepening a standoff with a newly awakened, youth-led political movement that is profoundly unsettling the old
order. Further south, Tanzania feels a climate of fear thickening by the day, as a ban on political ralies and the
mass arrest of 130 people following a disputed 2025 election convince the opposition they are under siege.

Part 3 - A Shallow Breath

A flicker of economic relief touched Egypt on Thursday, as urban consumer inflation eased slightly to 14.3 percent
in June, offering a shallow breath for households crushed by the cost of living. Yet the mood is far from calm:
Nigeria is suffering a raw, grinding frustration after a 55 percent surge in petrol prices intensified a street-level
anger that feels dangerously close to boiling over.

In DR Congo, al sense of relief has evaporated, replaced by a desperate fear as the Ebola death toll rises past
1,400 and France records its first imported case in a returning healthcare worker. The feeling that alocal crisisis
now an inescapable international threat has compounded a pervasive national anxiety about a government that
cannot protect its own.



POSSIBILITY CHANCE

A - Hedlth crisis 30

goes global percent
B - Democratic 45
clampdown percent
widens

C - Justice and 25
accountability percent
deepen

MARKETS

Travel and
commodity
stocks hit

Local debt
shunned,
currencies
slide

Risk reass
essed,
flight
capital
stops

BREADTH WHAT IT MEANS FOR AFRICA

Ebola and A continent-wide stigma returns, crushing tourism
other and trade flows just as the aviation sector was
outbreaks recoveri ng_

spread

Tanzania-K  Civil society is paralysed and donor budgets freeze,
enyamodel  deepening fiscal crises for governments already
replicated under pressure.

ICC and Warlords and leaders face genuine isolation, but
UN probes  short-term instability rises as entrenched figures
gan fight to survive, spooking investors.

traction

Source: Rio Times psychogram synthesis from Reuters, Al Jazeera, Africanews, AP News, News24 findings, July 30, 2026.
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What We Are Watching - 05
OUR OPINION ONLY - NOT FINANCIAL ADVICE

Eight ThingsWe Are Watching

Africa confronts a week where legal accountability and human suffering intertwine, from The Hague to Kampala.
The mood is one of grim watchfulness, as institutions strain to keep pace with events on the ground.

How We See It Over What

Period

ICC Darfur breakthrough 00 MIXED 6 months Prosecutors linking field atrocities to national
command is legally significant, but enforcement
remains distant while Khartoum rejects the court's
jurisdiction.

Ebola cross-border v CAREFUL 3 months France's first imported case from DR Congo

spread raises the stakes for global health security, though
rapid screening at the DRC-Rwanda border shows
regional reflexes are improving.

Kenya's cabinet legality v CAREFUL 12 months Parliament's appeal over the gender-rule ruling

fight will test judicial independence and could paralyse
executive decision-making if the standoff drags
on.

Egyptian inflation 0 MIXED 6 months The dip to 14.3% offers households a sliver of

trajectory relief, but subsidy-reform debates mean the next
move in prices could go either way.

South African municipal 0 NEGATIVE 12 months Record consultancy bills a ongside frozen funding

rot create a poisonous mix for service delivery in
Johannesburg and beyond, eroding what remains
of local-government trust.

Tanzania's political v CAREFUL 6 months The raly ban and mass arrests after a disputed

crackdown 2025 election signal aleadership that feels
cornered, making unpredictable escalations likely.

Russian security 0 MIXED 12 months Sergei Lavrov's counter-terrorism pledge deepens

footprint in Mozambique Moscow's African engagement, but the Mali
experience shows that Russian support does not
guarantee stability.

Sudan genocide findings [ NEGATIVE 12 months A fresh UN report alleging intentional RSF

Africa Intelligence Brief
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genocide in El-Gezira hardens the moral and legal
case for action, yet the international response
remains paralysed.
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Power Players - 06
SIX PEOPLE - IN THE NEWS TODAY

Six People Shaping The News
These figures sit at the intersection of justice, conflict, and political survival across the continent.

Samia Suluhu Hassan

President of Tanzania

She is under sharp domestic and regional scrutiny after her government banned political rallies and arrested 130
people. The moves, following a disputed 2025 election, paint a leader retreating from her early reformist image
into a defensive crouch.

Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo
Commander of Sudan's Rapid Support Forces (RSF)

A UN report has accused his forces of an intentional policy of genocide in El-Gezira, placing him at the centre of
the world's most acute atrocity crisis. The ICC's parallel progress on Darfur command responsibility now tightens
the legal circle around him.

Sergel Lavrov

Russian Foreign Minister

By pledging counter-terrorism support to Maputo, he is cementing Russids role as an aternative security partner
for African states weary of Western lectures. The offer mirrors Moscow's playbook in the Sahel and, beyond
Africa, in Venezuelaand Cuba.

William Ruto

President of Kenya

Heisfighting on two fronts: a street-level youth movement questioning his legitimacy, and now a court ruling that
his cabinet is unconstitutional on gender grounds. His decision to appeal rather than reshuffle signals a leader
willing to test the limits of executive power.

The I CC prosecution team
International Criminal Court, The Hague

Their disclosure on Thursday that they can now trace Darfur atrocities up the chain of command represents the
most significant legal advance in the Sudan file in years. It converts scattered field evidence into a coherent theory
of leadership responsibility.

Johannesburg municipal managers
City of Johannesburg, South Africa

They are caught between frozen national funding and a record 1.6-billion-rand consultancy bill that has hollowed
out service delivery. Their predicament is a case study in how South Africas local-government model is
unravelling under financial and political strain.



Daily Briefing - 07
BY COUNTRY - MOOD - POLITICS - SOCIETY - ECONOMY

The Day, Country By Country

Each nation carries a distinct emotional weight today, anchored in events that range from courtroom drama to
battlefield horror. What follows is the day's texture, country by country.

SUDAN

A moment of legal reckoning, met with exhaustion

The ICC's disclosure that it can now link Darfur atrocities to national leadership offers a rare glimmer of
accountability in a war that has ground the country to dust. Yet for millions displaced, the news lands as an
abstract promise while the RSF stands accused of fresh genocide in El-Gezira, and the guns do not pause for legal
filings. Sources: Reuters - 30 July 2026.

The RSF commander under atightening net

Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo faces adual indictment in the court of global opinion: the UN's genocide allegation and
now a plausible ICC pathway to charges for Darfur. The two processes, one political and one judicial, are
beginning to reinforce each other, though enforcement remains the missing ingredient. Sources: Reuters - 30 July
2026.

DR CONGO

An epidemic that now travels by aeroplane

The confirmation of an Ebola case in France, imported by a returning healthcare worker, transforms an already
dire outbreak into an international event. With 1,405 dead and roughly 3,200 cases recorded, the psychological toll
inside DR Congo is matched by the fear that the world will now impose barriers rather than offer help. Sources: Al
Jazeera - 30 July 2026.

A border reopens, but trust isfragile

The DRC-Rwanda border has resumed operations with health screening in place, a pragmatic step that eases some
regional tension. The mood on both sides, however, remains wary: the outbreak is not contained, and the political
relationship between Kinshasa and Kigali is still raw. Sources: Al Jazeera - 30 July 2026.

KENYA

A government and a court on a collision cour se

Parliament's decision to appeal the ruling that declared the cabinet unconstitutional on gender grounds sets up a
defining separation-of-powers fight. For President Ruto, the calculation is blunt: accept a judicia rebuke and
reshuffle, or dig in and risk looking indifferent to both the constitution and a restive youth movement. Sources:
Africanews - 30 July 2026.

A citizenry watching closely

The broader backdrop is a political awakening driven by young Kenyans who have lost patience with €lite
bargains. The cabinet case is not just a legal dispute; it is a test of whether institutions can still deliver



accountability in aclimate of street-level defiance. Sources. Africanews - 30 July 2026.

EGYPT

A breath of relief, but shallow

The dlip in annua urban inflation to 14.3% in June, down from 14.6% in May, offers Egyptian households a
psychological reprieve after months of grinding price rises. The data from CAPMAS will feed into the central
bank's next move, but subsidy-reform pressures mean the relief may be temporary. Sources: Reuters - 30 July
2026.

The politics of prices

Inflation figures in Egypt are never just economics; they are a barometer of social stability in a country where
bread and fuel subsidies are existential questions. The government will seize on the dip, but the underlying
vulnerability of household budgets keeps the national mood tense. Sources. Reuters - 30 July 2026.

SOUTH AFRICA

Municipal failure as a national wound

The revelation that municipalities spent a record 1.6 billion rand on consultants while clean audits fell is a
digtillation of South Africas local-government crisis. With funding for Johannesburg and dozens of other
municipalities now frozen, the social contract at the most immediate level of service delivery is fraying
dangerously. Sources. News24 - 30 July 2026.

Fear on the streets, anger in the system

The broader mood is shaped by persistent xenophobic violence, which has shattered the rainbow-nation promise
for many. Economic frustration provides the kindling, and the municipal funding crisis piles on a sense that the
state cannot protect or provide, deepening the nation's anxious, angry temper. Sources. News24 - 30 July 2026.

TANZANIA

A crackdown with an election-sized shadow

The ban on political rallies and the mass arrest of 130 people did not emerge from nowhere; they follow a disputed
2025 election that left the opposition battered and the government defensive. President Samia Suluhu Hassan's
early reformist glow has dimmed, replaced by a hard-nosed consolidation of power. Sources: Africanews - 30 July
2026.

An opposition under siege, a population watching

The mood in opposition circles is defiant but fearful, as the space for dissent shrinks visibly. For ordinary
Tanzanians, the crackdown reinforces a familiar narrative of democratic backsliding that echoes across the region,
from Kampalato Harare. Sources. Africanews - 30 July 2026.



Corporate Pipeline - 08
SECTOR WATCH - CALENDAR

Pipeline, Sectors, And The Calendar

ITEM TYPE WHEN STATUS

ICC Darfur command-responsibility Legal July 2026 onwards Prosecutors advancing

case

Kenya cabinet constitutionality Judicial Filing imminent Parliament preparing

appeal

Egypt June CPI data release Economic 30 July 2026 Published: 14.3%

DRC Ebola cross-border screening Health Ongoing Active at DRC-Rwanda
border

South Africa municipal funding Fiscal Effective now Johannesburg and others

freeze affected

France imported Ebola case Health Confirmed 30 July Patient isolated

management

Tanzania political rally ban Political In effect 130 arrested

enforcement

Russia-Mozambique Security Pledged July 2026 Details under negotiation

counter-terrorism pact

Sudan UN genocide report — Diplomatic Released July 2026 RSF implicated
El-Gezira

South Africa consultancy spending Audit Findings published R1.6bn record spend
probe

Sector Watch - Four Thingsto Track

HEALTH SECURITY

The imported Ebola case in France changes the risk calculus for the entire outbreak, drawing the attention of
health authorities from Latin Americato Asia. The DRC-Rwanda border screening is a model worth watching, but
it also shows how fragile containment remains when an epidemic enters the global travel network.

JUSTICE AND ACCOUNTABILITY

The ICC's progress on Darfur and the paralel UN genocide finding in Sudan represent a rare alignment of
international justice mechanisms with on-the-ground evidence. Whether this translates into actual prosecutions,
however, depends on political will that has been absent for two decades.

MUNICIPAL FINANCE

South Africa's local-government crisis, marked by frozen funding and record consultancy hills, is a warning for
other African cities that rely on national transfers. The Johannesburg case may force a reckoning on how urban
governance is financed and audited across the continent.

SECURITY DIPLOMACY
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Russia's counter-terrorism pledge to Mozambique, following its Mali engagement, signals a structural shift in who
provides security guarantees to African states. The pattern is clear: Moscow offers support without the governance
conditions that Western partners attach, and a growing number of governments find that appealing.

Calendar - Next 30 Days

DATE EVENT
30 July 2026 Africa Specia Economic Zones Forum
(hybrid)

5 August 2026 AfricaHealth Financing Forum Fellowship

Awards (hybrid)
August 2026 Kenya cabinet ruling appea hearing
(expected)
August 2026 Egypt central bank monetary policy meeting
August 2026 DRC Ebola outbreak WHO emergency

committee review

August 2026 South Africamunicipal budget review
deadline

August 2026 ICC Darfur investigation next status report

August 2026 Russia-Mozambique security agreement text
finalisation

Mid-August Tanzania opposition legal challengeto rally

2026 ban

Late August Sudan humanitarian pledging conference

2026

WHY IT MATTERS

Focuses on infrastructure, industrial parks, and
regiona trade integration.

Runs alongside a Nairobi forum and financial
inclusion innovation week.

Will define the balance between executive
discretion and constitutional gender requirements.

Markets will watch for any rate move in response
to the 14.3% inflation print.

Could declare a public health emergency of
international concern after the French case.

Johannesburg must present a credible plan to
unlock frozen national funding.

Prosecutors will detail the command-responsibility
evidence linking field crimes to leadership.

The scope of counter-terrorism cooperation and
any basing rights will become clearer.

A test of whether the judiciary can provide a check
amid the crackdown.

Donor fatigueis acute, but the genocide finding
may galvanise new commitments.

Africa Intelligence Brief Thursday, July 30, 2026 Page 14/ 15



Bottom Line - Sources - 09
WHERE AFRICA STANDS - OUR TAKE

What Today TellsUs

Africaon 30 July 2026 is a continent where the architecture of accountability isbeing built even as the foundations
of daily life crack. The ICC's Darfur breakthrough and the UN's genocide finding in Sudan show that the
machinery of international justice can still surprise, yet for the displaced and the bereaved, these are documents,
not deliverance.

The same tension runs through Kenya's constitutional standoff and South Africa's municipal decay: institutions are
being tested, and the outcomes will shape whether citizens see them as instruments of justice or hollow shells. The
mood across the region is not despair, but a watchful, weary vigilance.

Sources & Method

SUDAN Reuters - 30 July 2026 (English).
DR CONGO Al Jazeera - 30 July 2026 (English/Arabic).

EGYPT Reuters - 30 July 2026 (English).

KENYA Africanews - 30 July 2026 (English/French).

SOUTH AFRICA News24 - 30 July 2026 (English/Afrikaans).

TANZANIA Africanews - 30 July 2026 (English/French).

REGIONAL BBC News, AP News, AllAfrica - 30 July 2026 (English/French/Arabic/Portuguese/Swahili).

Method. We sweep the region's main outlets in their languages, rank by impact, and skip what we covered before.

Compiled from major Africa outlets in the region's main languages.
editor@riotimesonline.com - riotimesonline.com - (c) 2026 The Rio Times Online

Personal use only. Please do not redistribute. Not financial advice.
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