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Between the M assacre and the
Dream

A continent balances on a knife-edge between unspeakable violence and bold ambition. From a
village massacre in Sudan to a historic Olympic moment in Senegal, Africa's heart beats with grief
and stubborn hope.

Markets hold steady—Nigeria keeps rates at 27.5 percent, a mega-diamond surfaces in
Botswana—but the true story today is the human soul under strain, reaching for dignity.

Compiled from English, French, Arabic, Portuguese, Swahili, and Afrikaans sources.
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Editor's Leader - 01

GRIEF - DEFIANCE - AMBITION

The Continent Holds Its Breath, Torn Between
Atrocity and a Search for Dignity

A map of the continent's mood today would be drawn in stark, violent contrasts. In central Sudan, a paramilitary
force slaughtered 85 souls in a single village attack, while in eastern DR Congo, the thousandth victim of Ebola
perished in a war zone where clinics themselves are under siege.

These are not isolated tragedies; they are the hitter fruit of a state failure to protect that stretches from the
bandit-ridden farms of Zamfara in Nigeria—where 24 farmers were cut down on Thursday—to the charred body
of a Ugandan Olympian set alight by her partner. A bone-deep weariness has settled over the continent's conflict
zones, a sense of abandonment by both distant capitals and aworld that |ooks away.

In Casablanca, young Moroccans rallied outside a courthouse for a detained rapper demanding space for creative
defiance, while workers in Dakar prepare for October’s Y outh Olympics, the first Olympic event held on African
soil.

Thereis a palpable sense of a continent caught between the failure to protect its most
vulnerable and its relentless search for dignity and soft power on the global stage.

Nigeria's central bank held its benchmark interest rate at 27.5 percent to protect the naira, the South African rand
hovered near a five-month high ahead of a national budget, and Botswana' s government announced the discovery
of a2,492-carat diamond, the largest in over a century.

Two Ghanaian nationals filed a petition at the International Criminal Court arguing that xenophobic violence in
South Africa amounts to crimes against humanity, while South Sudan’s president promoted a sanctions-hit ally in
defiance of Western censure.



Executive Summary - 02
THE DAY AT A GLANCE

The Day At A Glance

Village massacres in Sudan and Nigeria drove a grim death toll across Africa on Thursday, even as South Africa
faced a historic international criminal complaint over xenophobic attacks. A handful of hopeful notes broke
through the gloom, from a record Botswana diamond to Senegal's quiet preparations for Olympic history.

Sudan - Village M assacre

Paramilitary forces killed 85 people in a central Sudanese village, deepening the country's exhausted mourning.
UNICEF separately reported that over 300 children have been killed or maimed in the last six months, with drone
strikes causing 60 percent of casualties.

Nigeria- RatesHold, Farmers Slain

The Central Bank of Nigeria kept its benchmark rate unchanged at a punitive 27.50 percent, pinning borrowers
under the weight of inflation control. Hours later, news broke of armed bandits on motorcycles killing 24 farmers
in remote villages in Zamfara State.

South Africa - |CC Petition Filed

Two Ghanaian nationals petitioned the International Criminal Court to investigate a wave of anti-migrant violence
in South Africa, arguing the attacks may constitute crimes against humanity. The move forces the nation into a
rare, uncomfortable spot on the global legal stage.

DR Congo - Ebola Breachesa Grim Threshold

The Ebola outbreak in the country's violent east has now killed more than 1,000 people out of 2,473 total cases.
Militant attacks on health clinics have turned a public health crisisinto a symbol of the state's complete absence.

Uganda - An Olympian Set Ablaze

A young Ugandan athlete who competed at the Paris 2024 Olympics was set on fire by her boyfriend, igniting
national outrage. The brutal attack has laid bare the pervasive crisis of gender-based violence shadowing the
country's sporting glory.

Morocco - Rallying for a Rapper

Protesters gathered outside a Casablanca court demanding the release of a detained musical artist, channelling a
restless desire for creative freedom. The standoff tests the fragile boundaries of public expression in the kingdom.

Botswana - A Diamond for the Ages

A colossal 2,492-carat diamond, the largest uncovered in more than a century, was discovered in Botswana. The
find injects arare flash of wonder and deep-earth wealth into the continent's news cycle.
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Senegal - Countdown to a First

Senegal quietly presses ahead with preparations for the Dakar 2026 Y outh Olympic Games, the first Olympic
event in history to be held on African soil. The October spectacle stands as a deliberate, powerful statement of soft
power and continental coming-of-age.

South Sudan - Defiant Promotion

President Salva Kiir elevated a long-sanctioned aly to the deputy leadership of the ruling SPLM party, openly
shrugging off Western pressure. The move consolidates elite power dynamics in Juba while signalling dwindling
leverage for foreign sanctions.

Backdrop - Sahel Blockades Bite

Jihadist blockades continue to disrupt fuel and food supplies across Mali and Burkina Faso, deepening a
humanitarian crisis that simmers just beneath the surface of the Sahel's ongoing military transitions.

The Numbers At A Glance - Africa - Thursday, July 23, 2026

SD NG NG CD

Sudan Village Attack Nigeria MPR Zamfara Farmers Killed DRC Ebola Death Toll

Dead

35 27.50% 24 1,000+
Central bank rate held Bandit attack on remote Out of 2,473 total cases
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central Sudan
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Record Diamond Child Casualties Rand vs USD Rapper Detention
2,492 ct 300+ 5-mo high Protest
Largest find in over a Killed or wounded in Ahead of budget and Casablanca crowds
century Sudan, 6 months Trump meeting demand release
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How The Countries Are Doing - 03
OUR SIMPLE HEALTH CHECK - 10 ECONOMIES

How The Countries Are Doing

A continent wrestling with a profound crisis of protection and a stubborn quest for dignity. Our health check
captures the strain from Sudan's abandoned war zones to South Africa’s legal reckoning.

Country

Polit
ics

Y

Bud Mon Mark

get ets

Outs
ide

What's Driving It

Nigeria 4 4 4 4 3 Paused high rates and rural massacres |eave households
NGN - naira in financial and physical fear.

South Africa & 4 3 3 3 An | CC petition over xenophobia compounds pre-budget
ZAR -rand fiscal anxiety, leaving the mood defensive.

Sudan 5 5 5 5 5 Civilians feel absolutely abandoned, crushed by

SDG - pound paramilitary massacres and a silent world.

South Sudan 4 5 5 5 4 A sanctioned ally's promotion signals defiant elite games,
SSP - pound dashing hopes for genuine peace.

DR Congo 5 5 5 5 4 Militant attacks on Ebola clinics fuse a health crisis with
CDF - franc total state absence in the east.

Uganda & 4 4 & 3 Public fury over an Olympian set alight exposes a deep,
UGX - shilling unaddressed crisis of gender-based violence.

M or occo 3 3 2 2 2 Y outh restlessness over a detained rapper tests the limits
MAD - dirham of creative freedom in a stable court.

Senegal 2 3 2 2 2 A palpable sense of pride in hosting the Y outh Olympics
XOF - franc offers a soft-power counterweight to regional turmoil.
Botswana 2 2 2 2 2 The discovery of a historic diamond restores a shimmer
BWP - pula of good fortune and investor curiosity.

Burkina Faso, 5 5 5 5 5 A joint AFCON bid triesto project confidence, but

Mali, Niger jihadist blockades make daily life unliveable.

XOF - franc

How to read the colours: 1 = calm, 2 = fairly good, 3 = mixed, 4 = some strain, 5 = serious strain. Updated Thursday, July 23, 2026.
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Deep Dive - 04

A CONTINENT'S DUAL SOUL

TheFailureto Protect and the Search for

Dignity

Africa enters the second half of 2026 wrestling with two irreconcilable truths. the state is failing its most
vulnerable people with horrifying regularity, yet a relentless push for global recognition is reshaping its cultural

and economic landscape. From the ashes of a Sudanese village to the Olympic preparationsin Dakar, the mood is
a volatile mix of grief, defiance, and stubborn hope.

Part 1 - The Weight of Abandonment

In central Sudan this week, paramilitary forces swept through a village and killed 85 people, a statistic so familiar
it risks becoming background noise. UNICEF's new report that over 300 children have been killed or wounded in
six months, 60 percent by drone strikes, lays bare awar in which protection of civiliansis entirely absent.

The feeling is not just fear but a profound sense of being forgotten. In Zamfara State, Nigeria, motorbike-riding
bandits killed two dozen farmers in a single attack, the latest spasm of violence that makes the Central Bank's
pause on a punishing 27.5 percent interest rate feel like a secondary concern to those simply trying to survive.

The honest story is not that people are merely suffering; it is that they feel the world has
accepted their suffering as normal.

Part 2 - The Reckoning Over Violence and I dentity

This culture of violence is forcing uncomfortable reckonings. Ghanaian nationals petitioning the International
Criminal Court to investigate anti-migrant attacks in South Africa as crimes against humanity punctures Pretoria's
self-image, just as afragile unity government prepares a tense national budget.

In Uganda, the horrifying image of a Paris Olympian set alight by her boyfriend has ignited a conversation that
goes beyond sport. It exposes the everyday brutality of gender-based violence that persistsin plain sight, met with
collective outrage and grief rather than shock.

Part 3 - Soft Power asan Antidote

Senegal is preparing to host the Dakar 2026 Y outh Olympics, the first Olympic event on African soil, and Burkina
Faso, Mali and Niger are jointly bidding for the 2032 Africa Cup of Nations to counter their security crises.

Airtel Africa chose London for its mobile money listing, signalling globa confidence in the continent’s fintech
sector, and Canal+'s French consolidation of MultiChoice is reshaping the media landscape, mirroring European
movesin Latin America.



POSSIBILITY CHANCE MARKETS BREADTH WHAT IT MEANS FOR AFRICA

A - Escaation 35 Flight to Hard-curre Sudan-like fragmentation risks rising in the Sahel
spreads percent safety ncy debt and Horn, choking regional trade corridors.
sells off
B - Soft power 40 Steady Lagos to Events like the Dakar Y outh Olympics restore a
moors sentiment percent inflows Nairobi durable perception of normalcy for external
fintech investors.
rises
C- External shock 25 Sharp Commoditi A global downturn or Trump-eratariffs rip through
hits percent sell-off es and South African and Nigerian trade, punishing reform
currencies efforts.
dive

Source: Rio Times analysis of regional security, diplomatic, and market trends as of July 23, 2026.
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What We Are Watching -

OUR OPINION ONLY - NOT FINANCIAL ADVICE

Eight ThingsWe Are Watching

Africa presents a stark emotional landscape this Thursday, where massacres in remote villages and brutal
personal violence sit alongside determined bids for international recognition and corporate consolidation. The
continent is grappling with a profound tension between the failure of protection and the pursuit of dignity.

How We See It

Over What

Period

Sudan's spiralling civilian

toll

Nigeria's twin crises of
monetary policy and
rural security

ICC petition over South
African xenophobia

Ebola's deadly grip on
eastern DR Congo

South Sudan's elite
defying sanctions logic

Uganda's Olympian set
ablaze
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6 months

6 months

6 months

6 months

Thursday, July 23, 2026

Thekilling of 85 villagersin a single paramilitary
attack, combined with UNICEF's report of over
300 child casualties—60 per cent from drone
strikes—signals a complete collapse of civilian
protection. International inaction is deepening a
sense of abandonment.

The Central Bank holding its rate at 27.50 per
cent keeps crushing pressure on borrowers, while
the massacre of 24 farmersin Zamfara by
motorcycle bandits shows the state cannot secure
its own food producers. Financial despair and
physical fear now co-exist for millions of
Nigerians.

Two Ghanaian nationalsfiling a

crimes-agai nst-humanity petition forces a
reckoning South Africa cannot ignore. The case
elevates domestic violence to international law,
creating both legal risk and a potential catalyst for
accountability.

With over 1,000 dead and militant attacks on
clinics continuing, the outbreak is no longer just a
hedlth crisis. It has become a symbol of state
absence, where humanitarians cannot safely reach
the sick.

President Kiir's promotion of a U.S.-sanctioned
ally to deputy SPLM leader signals that Western
punitive measures carry little deterrent weight
inside Juba's political calculus. The peace process
appears further hollowed out.

A Paris 2024 athlete attacked by her boyfriend has
ignited national outrage and grief. The case
exposes pervasive gender-based violence and a
failure of protection that cuts deeply into
Uganda's social fabric.
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How We See It Over What

Period
Canal+ acquisition of A POSITIVE 6 months
MultiChoice
Morocco's detained 0 MIXED 6 months

rapper protests

Conditiona approval for the takeover
consolidates amajor French-linked media
presence across African markets. For investors, it
signals that regulatory paths exist for large-scale
consolidation, though concerns about media
diversity will persist.

Y outh rallying outside a Casablanca court for a
musician tests the boundaries of creative freedom.
The moment captures restless defiance and a
generational push against constraints on
expression.
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Power Players - 06
SIX PEOPLE - IN THE NEWS TODAY

Six People Shaping The News

From a president signalling impunity to private citizens forcing a reckoning at The Hague, these six individuals
embody Africa’'s competing currents of power, defiance, and victimhood today.

Salva Kiir

President of South Sudan, SPLM

The promotion of a U.S.-sanctioned ally to deputy party leader is a deliberate act of defiance against Western
pressure, signalling Juba's continued disregard for accountability. Kiir's move consolidates internal party control
but deepens the country's international isolation.

| brahim Hassan Murad

Governor, Central Bank of Nigeria

Presiding over the decision to hold rates at 27.50 per cent, Murad leads an institution caught between stubborn
inflation and a public desperate for relief. His stance defines the punishing financial environment for Africas
largest economy.

Unnamed Ghanaian Petitioners

Private Citizens

By filing alandmark crimes-against-humanity petition at the ICC over South Africa’s anti-migrant violence, these
two individuals have done what diplomats have not: forced alegal reckoning with xenophobia. Their action shifts
the locus of accountability from Pretoriato The Hague.

Unnamed Athlete
Paris 2024 Olympian, Uganda

The brutal attack on her by a boyfriend has made her a symbol of pervasive gender-based violence, sparking
collective grief and fury across Uganda. Her suffering has pierced public consciousness in a way policy reports
never could.

Unnamed Rapper

Musical Artist, Morocco

His detention has drawn protesters into the streets of Casablanca, testing the state's tolerance for creative dissent.
The youth rallying for his rel ease are demanding a broader right to speak freely through art.

Canal+ Leadership

Executives, Canal+ Group

Navigating the conditional approval for the MultiChoice takeover, these French media figures are reshaping
Africas broadcasting landscape. Their strategy mirrors a wider pattern of European consolidation in emerging
markets, raising both investment hopes and cultural sovereignty concerns.



Daily Briefing - 07
BY COUNTRY - MOOD - POLITICS - SOCIETY - ECONOMY

The Day, Country By Country

From the killing fields of Sudan to the courtrooms of Casablanca, each nation carries a distinct emotional weight
today. We trace the mood anchored to concrete events, then the day's specifics across politics, society, and the
economy.

NIGERIA
A nation caught between financial chokehold and rural terror

The mood is one of resigned despair, as the Central Bank's decision to hold rates at 27.50 per cent deepens the
sgueeze on ordinary borrowers aready struggling with inflation. Compounding that economic pain, armed bandits
on motorcycles killed at least 24 farmers in remote Zamfara State villages, reinforcing a viscera sense that the
state can neither protect its citizens nor offer them financia relief. Sources: Reuters - July 23, 2026; CNBC Africa
- July 23, 2026.

Monetary policy rigidity meetsa silent rural slaughter

The Monetary Policy Committee's unanimous hold reflects a central bank trapped between price instability and a
naira under persistent pressure, with no room to ease. Meanwhile, the Zamfara massacre underscores an older,
deadlier failure: Nigeria'sinability to secure its food-producing heartlands, leaving farmers exposed to bandits who
operate with near impunity. Sources: CNBC Africa- July 23, 2026; Reuters - July 23, 2026.

SUDAN
Exhausted mourning as paramilitary forces erase a village

Sudan is reeling in exhausted, abandoned grief after paramilitary forces killed 85 people in a single central village
attack, the latest chapter in awar that has systematically devoured civilian lives. The mood is one of being crushed
between atrocities and international indifference, a sorrow compounded by UNICEF's revelation that drone strikes
caused 60 per cent of the over 300 child casuatiesin the past six months. Sources: Reuters - July 23, 2026.

A war on children documented but unstopped

The sheer scale of the violence against minors, with drone strikes as the leading cause of death, marks a brutal
technological escalation in a conflict that has already displaced millions. For the outside world, the numbers arrive
as sterile statistics; for Sudanese families, each figure is a child who died under a sky from which death fell
without warning. Sources. Reuters - July 23, 2026.

SOUTH AFRICA
A defensive nation forced to reckon at The Hague

The mood in Pretoriais one of defensive unease after two Ghanaian nationals petitioned the International Criminal
Court to investigate anti-migrant violence as crimes against humanity, a move that elevates domestic xenophobia
to the highest legal plane. The petition arrives as the rand trades near a five-month high ahead of the national
budget and a rumoured meeting involving former U.S. President Donald Trump, creating a swirl of international
scrutiny. Sources. Africanews - July 23, 2026; CNBC Africa - July 23, 2026.



Fiscal fragility meets xenophobia on trial

The looming budget speech tests public confidence in a post-2024 Government of National Unity already under
strain from slow growth and social tensions. Simultaneously, the ICC petition, however preliminary, forces South
Africato confront uncomfortable questions about state failure to protect foreign nationals, alegacy that now risks
international legal consequences. Sources: Africanews - July 23, 2026; CNBC Africa- July 23, 2026.

DR CONGO

Desper ate urgency as death toll passes a thousand

Eastern DR Congo is gripped by a desperate urgency that borders on hopelessness, as the Ebola outbreak has now
killed over 1,000 people out of 2,473 total cases. Militant violence and clinic attacks have turned a public health
emergency into a brutal testament to state absence. Sources. Africanews - July 23, 2026.

When health wor kers becometargets

The deliberate targeting of clinics by armed groups means that the very infrastructure meant to stop the outbreak is
being dismantled in rea time. For communities in the east, the message is stark: help cannot reach you, and those
who try to bring it risk their lives. Sources. Africanews - July 23, 2026.

UGANDA

Collective outrage over an Olympian set ablaze

Ugandais consumed by grief and fury after a Paris 2024 Olympian was set on fire by her boyfriend, an attack that
has torn through public consciousness and laid bare the country's pervasive gender-based violence crisis. The case
isno longer a private tragedy but a national reckoning. Sources. NBC News Africa - July 23, 2026.

From Olympic prideto a symboal of vulnerability

That the victim had represented Uganda on the world's grandest sporting stage makes the brutality feel like a
collective wound, a violent reversal of the dignity she brought the nation. Protests and vigils are forming,
demanding not just justice but a systemic response to violence against women. Sources: NBC News Africa - July
23, 2026.

MOROCCO

Restlessyouth test the limits of creative freedom

A restless defiance pulses through Casablanca, where protesters rallied outside a court demanding the release of a
detained rapper, turning a single arrest into a barometer for freedom of expression. The mood is one of a younger
generation unwilling to accept creative constraints without a fight. Sources: Africanews - July 23, 2026.

A courtroom becomes a stage for dissent

Beyond the specific case, the Casablanca protest signals a broader generational push, where hip-hop culture and
artistic expression become vehicles for demands that extend well beyond music. The state's response will be
watched closely as an indicator of how much space it iswilling to concede. Sources. Africanews - July 23, 2026.



Corporate Pipeline - 08
SECTOR WATCH - CALENDAR

Pipeline, Sectors, And The Calendar

ITEM TYPE WHEN STATUS

Canal+ MultiChoice takeover M&A Approval Ongoing Week Conditional approval
expected

Airtel Africa mobile money listing IPO Later 2026 London Stock Exchange
chosen

Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic Games Sporting Event October 2026 Preparations underway

Botswana 2,492-carat diamond Extractive July 2026 Largest find in over a century

Discovery
Sahel joint AFCON 2032 bid Sports Diplomacy 2032 Bid submitted by Burkina

Faso, Mali, Niger

Ethiopian general election Election June 2026 Boycotts in conflict-affected
regions

Zambian national elections Election August 2026 Testing public patience on
reforms

South African local elections Election 2026 First test for post-2024 unity
government

ICC South Africa xenophobia probe International Law Ongoing Week Petition filed by Ghanaian
nationals

Nigeria CBN MPC decision Monetary Policy July 23, 2026 Rate held at 27.50 per cent

Sector Watch - Four Thingsto Track

MEDIA AND TELECOMS

The conditional approval of Canal+'s MultiChoice takeover reshapes Africas broadcasting landscape under a
single French-linked operator, with ripple effects for content production and pricing. Airtel Africas choice of
London for its mobile money listing signals that global investors retain strong appetite for African fintech, even as
local markets struggle with currency volatility.

EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES

Botswana's discovery of a2,492-carat diamond, the largest in over a century, injects fresh optimism into the global
diamond trade and offers a rare bright spot for a continent battered by conflict. The find aso raises governance
guestions about how the windfall will be managed and distributed.

MONETARY POLICY

Nigeria's decision to hold its benchmark rate at 27.50 per cent confirms that Africa's largest economy remainsin a
punishing tightening cycle, with no relief in sight for borrowers. The stance echoes similar central bank dilemmas
in Latin America, where inflation and currency pressures leave little room to move.

SPORTS DIPLOMACY AND SOFT POWER
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Senegal's preparation to host the first-ever Olympic event on African soil in October 2026 marks a historic
soft-power milestone, projecting capability and modernity. The joint AFCON 2032 bid by Burkina Faso, Mali, and
Niger attempts a similar projection of regiona stability, though the optics clash with ongoing jihadist blockades
and coup governance.

Calendar - Next 30 Days
DATE EVENT WHY IT MATTERS

July 23, 2026 NigeriaCBN holds rate at 27.50% Defines the punishing interest-rate environment for
Africds largest economy

Ongoing Week ICC petition over South African violencefiled  Escalates domestic xenophobia to potential
international criminal case

Ongoing Week Canal+ MultiChoice conditional approval Reshapes Africa's media landscape under French
expected ownership

Later 2026 Airtel Africamobile money London listing Signals strong global investor appetite for African
fintech

October 2026 Dakar Y outh Olympic Games First Olympic event on African soil, a soft-power
milestone

June 2026 Ethiopian general election PM Abiy's party faces boycottsin conflict-affected
regions

August 2026 Zambian national elections Tests public patience over slow economic reforms

and livelihoods
2026 South African local government elections First electoral test for post-2024 unity government

2032 Sahel joint AFCON bid decision pending Attempt to project stability despite ongoing coups
and jihadist blockades

Ongoing DR Congo Ebola outbreak containment Over 1,000 dead; militant attacks on clinics
continue
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Bottom Line - Sources - 09
WHERE AFRICA STANDS - OUR TAKE

What Today TellsUs

Africatoday is a continent of brutal juxtapositions. the massacre of villagers in Sudan and farmers in Nigeria sit
alongside Senegal's meticulous Olympic preparations and Botswana's record diamond find. The common thread is
a state that too often failsits most vulnerable, even as elites pursue prestige projects and international recognition.

Wheat the ICC petition and the Ugandan athlete's tragedy reveal is a growing demand for accountability—not from
above, but from ordinary people forcing institutions and publics to look. Whether that pressure translates into
genuine protection remains the central, unanswered question of the day.

Sources & Method

NIGERIA Reuters (English), CNBC Africa (English), Premium Times Nigeria (English) - July 23, 2026.

SUDAN Reuters (English), Al Jazeera Africa (Arabic/English), BBC Afrique (French) - July 23, 2026.

SOUTH AFRICA Africanews (English), CNBC Africa (English), Mail & Guardian (English), Netwerk24 (Afrikaans)
- July 23, 2026.

DR CONGO Africanews (English/French), Radio France Internationale Afrique (French), BBC Afrique
(French) - July 23, 2026.

UGANDA NBC News Africa (English), Daily Nation Kenya (English), The EastAfrican (English) - July 23,
2026.

MOROCCO Africanews (French), Jeune Afrique (French), Le Monde Afrique (French) - July 23, 2026.

PAN-AFRICAN CNBC Africa (English), Africanews (English/French), VOA Africa (English), BBC Swabhili

(Swahili) - July 23, 2026.

LUSOPHONE AFRICA Folha de Maputo (Portuguese), Radio Mogcambique (Portuguese), Agéncia Angola Press
(Portuguese) - July 23, 2026.

We sweep the region's main outlets in their languages, rank by impact, and skip what we covered before.

Compiled from major Africa outlets in the region's main languages.
editor@riotimesonline.com - riotimesonline.com - (c) 2026 The Rio Times Online

Personal use only. Please do not redistribute. Not financial advice.
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