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EXCLUSIVE REPORT

Brazil’s Central Bank Controversy: The
Guilherme Mello Nomination Explained
How Finance Minister Haddad’s nomination of a heterodox economist to Brazil’s Central Bank has created
a clash with bank President Galípolo, rattled markets, and raised questions about monetary policy
independence ahead of the 2026 elections.

Comprehensive Research Report | February 2026

What Happened?

Brazil is in the middle of a significant political and economic clash between the Finance Ministry and the

Central Bank. On January 31, 2026, Finance Minister Fernando Haddad nominated Guilherme Mello, his

Secretary of Economic Policy, to join Brazil’s Central Bank board of directors. This nomination has created

a major conflict with Central Bank President Gabriel Galípolo and sent shockwaves through financial

markets.

Who Are the Key Players?

Guilherme Mello is 42 years old, a professor at the University of Campinas (Unicamp), and has been the

Secretary of Economic Policy at the Finance Ministry since President Lula took office in January 2023. He

was also one of the architects of Lula’s economic plan during the 2022 presidential campaign, working with

the Perseu Abramo Foundation, which is linked to the Workers’ Party (PT). He has been a PT member

since his teenage years.

Fernando Haddad is Brazil’s Finance Minister who has announced he will leave his position in February

2026 to help with President Lula’s reelection campaign. He has been the main fiscal voice in the

government, trying to balance spending pressure with budget discipline.

Gabriel Galípolo is the Central Bank President, appointed by Lula and confirmed by the Senate in

October 2024 with 66 votes in favor and only 5 against. Despite being nominated by a left-wing

government, Galípolo has maintained a hawkish stance on monetary policy, raising interest rates to 15%

— the highest in nearly two decades — to combat inflation.
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President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva has the final say on this nomination. He has a history of criticizing

high interest rates and has questioned central bank independence in the past, though he promised

Galípolo complete freedom to make monetary policy decisions.

Why Is This Nomination Controversial?

1. Different Economic Schools of Thought

Mello belongs to what economists call the “structuralist” or “heterodox” school. These economists

generally believe that the government should play a more active role in the economy and that fighting

inflation should not rely solely on raising interest rates. Some market analysts describe him as a supporter

of Modern Monetary Theory (MMT), which suggests that governments with their own currency can spend

more freely because they cannot technically go bankrupt.

In contrast, most Central Bank directors around the world, and the other members of Brazil’s Central Bank

board, come from more traditional economic backgrounds that prioritize keeping inflation under control,

even if that means high interest rates.

2. The Timing Is Terrible

Brazil’s Central Bank just held interest rates at 15% for the fifth consecutive meeting and signaled it may

start cutting rates in March 2026. This is a critical moment because: Brazil’s Central Bank is operating with

only 7 of its 9 directors (two seats have been vacant since December 2025); the Copom (Brazil’s monetary

policy committee) needs stability and clear communication right now; and market expectations for inflation

are just beginning to anchor.

By nominating someone seen as favoring lower rates right before a cutting cycle begins, the government

risks sending mixed signals. Financial markets immediately reacted by pushing long-term interest rates

higher by about 15 basis points (0.15 percentage points) because investors fear the Central Bank might

cut rates too fast, which could eventually cause more inflation.

3. It Strains the Haddad-Galípolo Relationship

According to sources close to the Central Bank, Galípolo has a good personal relationship with Mello but

believes this is not the right time to send “ambiguous messages” to financial markets. Galípolo reportedly

told people that he needs the Central Bank’s credibility to remain intact as he prepares to cut interest rates.

This is not the first tension between Haddad and Galípolo. Previous conflicts include: The IOF Tax
Surprise (May 2025): Haddad announced increases to a financial transactions tax without informing

Galípolo beforehand, causing market turmoil. Haddad later publicly admitted on social media that the

Central Bank was not consulted. The Banco Master Crisis: Haddad was slow to publicly support the

Central Bank during its handling of Brazil’s biggest banking scandal in recent history, only offering strong

support after significant political pressure.
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The Banco Master Context

Understanding the Banco Master scandal is essential because it has shaped the current environment

around the Central Bank.

Banco Master was a mid-sized bank that grew rapidly by offering savings accounts (CDBs) with interest

rates far above market rates, sometimes up to 140% of the CDI rate when competitors offered around

98%. In November 2025, Brazil’s Central Bank ordered the bank into liquidation after discovering what

investigators allege was a massive fraud scheme involving approximately R$11.5 to R$17 billion (roughly

$2.2 to $3.2 billion).

The scandal involved: allegedly creating fake loan portfolios; using shell companies to move money

through investment funds; artificially inflating asset values to make the bank appear healthier than it was;

and attempting to sell the troubled bank to a state-owned bank (BRB) to hide the problems.

The Deposit Insurance Fund (FGC) estimates it will need to reimburse approximately R$41 billion (about

$7.7 billion) to around 1.6 million customers — the largest payout in the fund’s history. The owner of Banco

Master, Daniel Vorcaro, was briefly arrested and is now under house arrest with an electronic monitoring

ankle bracelet.

This crisis matters for the Mello nomination because one of the vacant Central Bank seats is the

Directorship of Financial System Organization — the very department that uncovered the Banco Master

fraud and rejected its attempted merger with the state-owned bank. Putting a politically connected

nominee in this sensitive position raises concerns about the independence of bank oversight.

Market Reaction: What the Numbers Show

On Monday, February 2, 2026, when news of the nomination spread, financial markets showed their

displeasure clearly:

Interest Rate Futures: Short-term rates (through 2028) actually fell slightly, reflecting expectations that

rate cuts are coming. Long-term rates (2029–2035) rose sharply. The DI contract for January 2031 jumped

from 13.04% to 13.20%. The DI for January 2035 hit 13.47%, its highest level in a week.

This pattern, called “bear steepening” by traders, happens when investors expect lower rates soon but fear

those rate cuts might eventually cause inflation problems, requiring even higher rates later.

What This Means in Plain Language: Investors are saying, “Fine, rates might fall in the short term, but if

the Central Bank loses its independence and cuts too aggressively, we’ll eventually have higher inflation,

and rates will need to go even higher to compensate.” This makes government borrowing more expensive

and can slow economic growth.

The Global Parallel: Trump vs. The Fed

Trump has publicly pressured Fed Chair Jerome Powell to cut interest rates, calling him “incompetent,” a

“fool,” and a “stupid man.” The Justice Department under Trump’s administration has launched an

investigation into the Fed’s building renovation costs, which Powell publicly called a “pretext” for pressuring
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the central bank on rates. Trump nominated Kevin Warsh to replace Powell on January 30, 2026.

Ten central banks worldwide, including the European Central Bank, Bank of England, and Brazil’s Central

Bank, issued an unprecedented joint statement supporting Fed independence and Powell personally.

The comparison matters because central bank independence is considered fundamental to economic

stability worldwide. When politicians try to influence interest rate decisions for short-term political gain, it

can undermine confidence in a country’s entire economic system, potentially leading to higher borrowing

costs, currency weakness, and eventually more inflation.

Different Perspectives on the Nomination

From the Government/Left-Wing View

The PT website and government allies argue that: the financial market always criticizes anyone not from

their own ranks; Mello has an excellent track record at the Finance Ministry, with his economic projections

often more accurate than the market’s Focus Bulletin survey; the current 15% interest rate is excessively

restrictive and hurts ordinary Brazilians through expensive loans and credit card debt; Brazil had 80.4

million people in debt as of October 2025, the highest number ever recorded; diversity of thought at the

Central Bank is healthy; and when Galípolo was nominated, the market was also skeptical, but he proved

them wrong by being technically competent.

From the Market/Right-Wing View

Conservative outlets like Revista Oeste and Gazeta do Povo argue that: Mello’s heterodox economic

views are dangerous for a Central Bank director; his PT ties mean political interference in monetary policy;

the timing, right before interest rate cuts begin, suggests the government wants to accelerate cuts beyond

what is prudent; Brazil’s inflation, while improving, is still above target at around 4.1% expected for 2026

(target is 3% with 1.5% tolerance); this could destroy the credibility Galípolo has built; and the government

is making the same mistake Trump is making with the Fed.

From Neutral/Academic Sources

Carlos Kawall (former Treasury Secretary): “The Economic Policy directorship is the heart of monetary

policy... It has the role of formulation, modeling, research, producing reports and studies.” José Francisco

de Lima Gonçalves (USP Professor): “Most financial market participants have a critical view of

Guilherme’s background, but anyone appointed who wasn’t from the financial market would be criticized.”

Luiz Fernando Figueiredo (former Central Bank Director, 1999–2003): “The appointments made by Lula so

far have been good.”
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What Happens Next?

Scenario 1: Mello Goes Through — Lula accepts Haddad’s nomination, sends it to the Senate for

confirmation, and Mello joins the Central Bank board. This would likely cause continued market volatility

and could hamper Galípolo’s ability to manage rate cuts smoothly.

Scenario 2: The “Plan B” — Reports suggest an alternative where Mello would be nominated to the less

sensitive International Affairs directorship, while Paulo Picchetti (currently the interim director of Economic

Policy) would be formally confirmed in that role. This might calm markets somewhat.

Scenario 3: Lula Rejects the Nomination — Galípolo reportedly has good access to President Lula and

could convince him that this nomination would undermine the Central Bank’s credibility. Lula could choose

different candidates entirely.

Scenario 4: Senate Rejects Mello — Even if Lula sends the nomination forward, the Senate must

approve it. There could be opposition during the confirmation hearings, though historically PT-aligned

nominees have passed when the government has congressional support.

Why Should You Care?

If you live in Brazil: Interest rates affect everything from mortgage payments to credit card bills to job

creation. If the Central Bank’s credibility is damaged and long-term rates stay high, borrowing becomes

more expensive for everyone, businesses invest less, and job creation slows.

If you’re an investor: Brazilian assets — stocks, bonds, and the currency — could become more volatile.

Higher risk premiums mean investors demand better returns to hold Brazilian assets, which can cause

sell-offs and currency depreciation.

If you care about democracy: The independence of central banks from political pressure is considered a

cornerstone of stable democratic governance worldwide. What happens in Brazil could set precedents for

how other countries handle similar tensions.

If you care about global economics: Brazil is Latin America’s largest economy and a significant exporter

of food and minerals. Economic instability in Brazil ripples through emerging markets and commodity

prices globally.

The Bigger Picture: Elections and Political Timing

All of this is happening in a crucial political context: Brazil holds presidential elections in October 2026;

Lula (age 80) has confirmed he will seek a fourth term; Haddad is leaving the Finance Ministry specifically

to work on Lula’s campaign; high interest rates are politically unpopular and could hurt Lula’s reelection

chances; and the Banco Master scandal involves figures connected to various political parties and could

become a campaign issue.

Some analysts see the Mello nomination as Haddad’s parting attempt to leave his mark on economic

policy before he departs. Others see it as genuine belief that the Central Bank needs more diverse

perspectives. And critics see it as pure political interference designed to get rates down before the



Brazil’s Central Bank Controversy: The Guilherme Mello Nomination – Report

Page 6

election.

Key Figures at a Glance

Metric Figure

Brazil’s Selic interest rate 15%

Galípolo Senate confirmation vote 66–5

Mello’s age 42

DI Jan 2031 (after news) 13.20% (up from 13.04%)

DI Jan 2035 (after news) 13.47%

Brazilians in debt (Oct 2025) 80.4 million

Inflation target 3% (±1.5%)

Expected 2026 inflation ~4.1%

Banco Master FGC payout R$41 billion (~$7.7B)

Banco Master fraud estimate R$11.5–17 billion

Affected customers ~1.6 million

Central Bank vacant seats 2 of 9

Brazil presidential election October 2026

Confirmation of Facts

All figures, claims, and information in this analysis come directly from news sources including: Bloomberg,

Reuters, and international financial news agencies; Brazilian outlets across the political spectrum: O

Estado de São Paulo, Folha de S. Paulo, O Globo, Valor Econômico, CNN Brasil, Correio Braziliense,

InfoMoney, Money Times, Revista Oeste, Gazeta do Povo; official government sources: Agência Brasil,

the PT’s official website; Central bank data and statements; and academic economists quoted in multiple

publications.

The interest rate data (15% Selic, DI futures movements), the R$41 billion FGC estimate, the 1.6 million

affected customers, the R$11.5–17 billion fraud estimates, Mello’s age (42), the Senate vote for Galípolo

(66–5), and all other quantitative claims are sourced from the reporting cited above.

— End of Report —


