Brazil's Electoral Court Gains Digital Expert Amid Censorship Fears

Estela Aranha, a lawyer specializing in digital rights, was appointed by President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
to Brazil's Superior Electoral Court (TSE) in July 2025, with her term starting in September 2025. While
official sources and some media portray her as an expert in combating disinformation and regulating big
tech, opposition voices—primarily from right-wing figures, Bolsonaro supporters, and conservative
commentators—view her appointment as a strategic move to institutionalize censorship against
conservative narratives ahead of the 2026 elections. Critics argue that her background in digital rights
advocacy, including her role in the Ministry of Justice's Secretariat of Digital Rights and her association
with the NGO DataPrivacyBR, positions her as a tool for suppressing dissent under the guise of fighting
"misinformation."

Key criticisms from opposition sources on X and web searches include:

Links to Foreign Funding and Pro-Censorship Stance: Multiple posts highlight Aranha's ties to
DataPrivacyBR, an NGO allegedly funded by George Soros's Open Society Foundations and U.S.
Democratic-linked entities. For instance, one critic notes that the organization received $600,000 from
Soros in 2023 alone, framing this as "imperialist" influence from U.S. Democrats to push censorship
agendas. Another post describes her as "favorable to censorship of social networks" and warns that her
role will "strengthen regulation (censorship!)" of platforms, potentially tilting the 2026 elections. Critics
like journalist Eli Vieira accuse her of dodging debates on issues like the Twitter Files Brazil revelations,
which exposed TSE attempts to collect personal data on users posting pro-vote audit hashtags.

Perceived Political Bias and Ties to Key Figures: Opposition commentators link Aranha to influential
left-leaning judges, such as STF Minister Carmen Lucia (her former boss) and Flavio Dino, portraying her
as part of a "Prerr6" (pro-Lula jurists) network. Her appointment is seen as overriding other candidates
favored by Lula allies like the Prerrogativas group, sparking internal left-wing backlash but external right-
wing alarm. Posts claim she's positioned to "silence the opposition" in 2026, with one user urging the
right to "make the biggest fuss" about her Soros connections.

Broader Concerns About 2026 Elections: Critics frame her expertise in "digital rights and Al regulation”
as code for enhanced content takedowns targeting right-wing voices. One post warns that her past
conflicts with Twitter/X (now under Elon Musk) signal a push for "censorship under the pretext of
disinformation," directly benefiting Lula. Another ties her to U.S. Democrat-funded foundations,
suggesting foreign interference to rig the electoral landscape.



These views are echoed in broader web commentary, where Aranha's appointment is criticized as part
of a pattern of judicial overreach favoring Lula.

Evidence Supporting Claims of Mis/Disinformation Hysteria as Censorship Targeting the Right for
Lula's 2026 Benefit

The narrative of "misinformation hysteria" in Brazil mirrors U.S. pre-Trump Democratic efforts,
according to opposition sources, where regulatory crackdowns on "fake news" disproportionately
silence conservative voices. Deep searches reveal a pattern of TSE actions under Justice Alexandre de
Moraes—often praised by left-leaning media as defending democracy but decried by the right as
authoritarian censorship—aimed at content from Bolsonaro allies. This is substantiated by reports and
posts showing targeted interventions, U.S. involvement, and electoral implications for 2026.

Historical Context and TSE Crackdowns: Since the 2022 elections, the TSE has escalated efforts
against disinformation, including swift content removals and Al deepfake bans. Critics argue this
favored Lula: during the runoff, Moraes censored pro-Bolsonaro posts questioning election integrity,
while allowing attacks on Bolsonaro (e.g., labeling him a "pedo"). Freedom House reports note
disinformation fueled instability but highlight that responses like X's suspension in 2024 targeted right-
wing users spreading election doubts. Bolsonaro was barred from office for eight years partly for
disinformation, seen by supporters as judicial interference to clear Lula's path.

U.S. Involvement and "Working Together" on Censorship: Biden and Lula pledged in February 2023 to
combat disinformation jointly, with U.S. agencies like State Department, USAID, and NED funding
Brazil's censorship infrastructure. This included millions for "fact-checking" and platform regulation,
criticized as election interference benefiting Lula. Posts claim USAID's "tentacles" persist through
figures like Aranha, linking back to Open Society. Michael Shellenberger, via Twitter Files Brazil, exposed
TSE demands for user data on right-wing hashtags, framing it as NSC-approved suppression.

Media Manipulation and Targeted Persecution: Lula's government allegedly funds digital militias to
fabricate support and weaken Bolsonaro online. Posts accuse Rede Globo of colluding with Moraes for
censorship without analysis, while criminal factions reportedly threatened voters to back Lula in 2022.
Opposition users claim fake polls downplay anti-Lula protests, with censorship ensuring only pro-Lula
narratives thrive. Moraes's 2024 X ban, with $8,900 fines for VPN use, is cited as "totalitarian" to protect
Lula from 2026 scrutiny.



Stakeholder Perspectives for Balance: Left-leaning sources like Reuters and NYT defend these
measures as necessary for election integrity, citing real-world harms like the January 8, 2023, Brasilia
attacks fueled by Bolsonaro's disinformation. However, right-wing analysts like Shellenberger and U.S.
economist Josh Hendrickson call it "reprehensible" Marxism, with scholars supporting Moraes accused
of enabling totalitarianism. Freedom House notes ongoing instability but acknowledges
disproportionate impacts on right-wing expression.

This pattern substantiates claims that "misinformation" efforts mask censorship favoring Lula, with
Aranha's appointment amplifying it for 2026. While left-leaning media bias toward protection of
democracy, right-wing sources provide evidence of selective enforcement, including U.S.-backed
funding and judicial favoritism, eroding trust in Brazil's electoral system.
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